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Happy New Year to all in East Chinnock! 
Christmas around the Village starts with the Fair 

 
The various stalls were as full as ever with all sorts of Christmas produce and gift ideas, 
from toys, jewelry, hand sewn items, chocolates, cakes and the tombola.  The Stitch group 
made £265 for the Village Hall with their handmade toys and other gifts. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Then there’s the Traditional 
Church Services 
Despite the atrocious weather conditions on 18th December 
the congregation number was good for the traditional Carol 
Service by candlelight.  Once again the decorations were 
lovely, in particular the tree with the crib beneath and the 
angels ‘flying’ overhead.   
The Crib service on Christmas Eve was well attended, though 
numbers were lower than expected at Midnight Mass. 

And Carol Singing round the Village 

 A band of hardy souls, including two young families, braved the cold and strong 
winds to provide seasonal cheer to the residents by singing carols around the 
village on Friday 20th December, raising a very creditable sum of £175 for the 
Lord's Larder, a local charity supporting disadvantaged individuals and families. 
Thank you                        Ian Stephen (on behalf of St. Mary's PCC) 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 



LEARNING TO SEW FOR YOUNG 
PEOPLE 

Blackmore Vale Embroi derers Guild are holding a 
learn to sew, stitch and embroider day for young 
people aged 8 upwards on 19 February, between 
10am – 4pm in Yeovil.  The cost will be £3 per 
student.  

For more details, please contact 
gillian.salmons@btinternet.com  or Janet Pamplin 
on 01935 840519 

 

Rain and Floods bring trouble in the New Year 
Although it was not hit in any way as badly as some places in the Somerset area, 
East Chinnock suffered flooding following the torrential downpours that 
continued almost endlessly in recent weeks.   It has also been reported that 
prolonged power cuts hit some properties in the village. 

These pictures, taken by Roger Jewell, show the extent of floods round the 
village:  

 

Claire Harris with her mother Gill were close 
by when a tree came down on the A30 through West Coker.  Said Claire (via 
Facebook) “The tree came down right in front of us we were so lucky. Minutes 
sooner and we would have been under it.” 

 
Route Sixty Plus: Tues 25th March 10:00am – 1:00pm in the Village Hall.  This is a FREE workshop run by Somerset 
Road Safety. The aim is to enable older drivers to continue their driving career safely and for longer. At 10:30 a presentation 
lasting approximately 1hr will cover a variety of driving situations and coping strategies. People attending will be invited to 
have a one hour driving refresher with an approved driving instructor at a time and location that is suitable for them.  

For further information call: 01823 423430 or go to www.somersetroadsafety.org

The A30 towards Crewkerne

 
Cod Lane

 

West Coker 

 

Chinnock Brook

 

 
 
Wooden Dolls House needs a new home  
Probably dating back to the 1970s, it’s in 
reasonable condition and would make a 
good ‘starter home’ for someone.  1/12th 
size. 
Free - Call Alix on 863474 

From the Bookworm 
Every now and then we try to read a novel by a 'significant' author or what might be described as a 'modern classic'. 
Last month we read 'What Maisie Knew', by Henry James. This book took the viewpoint of a young child (Maisie) as 
she observed the disintegration of her parents' marriage.  We unanimously decided, that regardless of what Maisie 
knew, Henry James knew nothing about children. The book is densely written; many sentences requiring re-reading 
to understand. The characters are not likeable and the central theme unbelievable. Don't waste an hour of your life 
on this. Average score 2.2 !! 

Next month we will be reading a book of short stories 'The Mistletoe Bride' by Kate Mosse 

 



The Gardening and Countryside Club 

The final Speakers Meeting of 2013 took place on Monday 
18th November in the Village Hall, with the subject 
‘Putting Together a Show Garden’.  This was very 
informative and interesting and was primarily concerned 
with the production of a garden for display at the Chelsea 
and Hampton Court Shows. The effort required to 
produce a winning garden on show for a relatively short 
period of time was enormous, but the results were very 
satisfying for those involved. 
The programme of Speakers Meetings for 2014 before the 
summer break is as shown below: - 
 
Monday 20th January – Dawes Twine Works, West Coker 
Monday 17th February – How We Used to Live 
Monday 17th March – Speaker still to be determined since 
the planned speaker has had to withdraw 
Monday 28th April – Grow Your Own Food 
 
It is worth noting that our programme of talks often 
covers topics not specifically connected to gardening! 
Non-members are warmly invited to attend the January 
meeting without charge.  The Speakers Meetings take 
place in the Village Hall starting at 7:30pm.  Tea or coffee 
is available following the talk.   

The current thinking with regards to outings in 2014 is for 
1 coach outing in June or July and 2 outings with transport 
provided by members’ cars, one of which could be an 
evening visit followed by a pub meal. Also members of 
local gardening clubs are invited to attend any of the 
Speakers Meetings and the coach trip. 

A very enjoyable Christmas Dinner was held in the Village 
Hall on the evening of Friday 6th December with an 
excellent meal provided by Sue Thomas and her helpers.  
There was a further distribution of Gold Club Discount 
Vouchers and Pre-Spring Order Sheets at the Christmas 
dinner.  These will also be available to members at the 
January meeting.                 David Balmford 863286 

Village Walks, on 11th and 25th February and 11th and 
25th March, will leave the Village Hall at 2:00pm on each 
occasion.              Bruce Murdoch 863209 
 
Coffee Mornings will be on 4th and 18th of both 
February and March between 10:30 and 12:00.  
 
There will be a sale of fabrics during the 4th 
February coffee morning in aid of the Village Hall and WI 
jointly.  The fabric consists mainly of velvet and silk or silk-
type in varying lengths between 2 and 4 metres and will 
be sold at a very reasonable price.   
It was kindly donated by Paige who lives in Portman 
Court. 

East Chinnock WI 
Our AGM was held in the Westland Conference Centre 
and I personally attended. Our speaker was Tamasin Day-
Lewis who gave an account of her life and how she 
became interested in cookery. She also read a chapter 
from her latest book entitled 'Smart Tarts'. 
Mickey Fitzpatrick came to speak to us at the November 
meeting which was entitled '9 to 5, no thank you!' Very 
entertaining. 
Eleven members attended a Literary Lunch in Street and 
the speaker was the renowned gardener Pippa 
Greenwood. 
Ros White organized a very 
enjoyable skittles evening at The 
Portman Arms for members, 
partners and friends, followed by 
a pub supper. 
We celebrated our 66th. Birthday 
at our December meeting with 
cake baked by Ros White and 
carols, accompanied by Ros 
Weaver on the recorder. 
Members learned how to make 
Christmas greenery wreaths and 
took home their splendid efforts. 
Carol services were attended at Wells and Crewkerne and 
we all met up at 'The Muddled Man' at West Chinnock for 

a lovely Christmas 
lunch. 
The Christmas Fair was 
very successful and 
thanks go to everyone 
who attended. 
January's meeting will 
be a ballroom dance 
demonstration.  We 

would love to welcome new members for 2014, so why 
not come along and join us.  Meetings are on 2nd 
Wednesday of every month (except August) at 7:30 in the 
Village Hall.  A very Happy New Year, 

Caroline Hockey, President 881713 

6th Annual Potato Day Saturday 8th February 10:30 
to 2:30 in Drimpton Village Hall.   
Seed Potato varieties for sale, by the tuber or in bags, also 
The Heritage Collection seeds, plus a selection of Garlic, 
Onion and Shallot sets, plus herbs, fruit bushes, rhubarb 
and more will be available.  

 Contact 01308 868843 for more details 

Band Concert Saturday 8th February at 7:30 pm in 
St. Mary's Church.  HMS Heron Volunteer Band playing 
ALL THE FAVOURITES in concert.  All proceeds to the 
Friends of St. Mary's fabric fund.  

Pamela Lewis 
  

 

 



The Great War Centenary 

2014 marks 100 years since the start of what has become known as the 1st World War, but was referred to originally as the 
Great War.   It began in June of 1914 when Serbian national Gavrilo Princip assassinated the heir to the Austrian-Hungarian 
throne and triggered a sequence of events that change the political and cultural face of Britain and Europe.  Austria retaliated 
in July 1914 by shelling Belgrade, capital of Serbia.  Russia retaliated against Austria in support of Serbia, which in turn 
activated the alliance between Austria and Germany, who declared war on Russia in August.  There was an agreement 
between Russia, France and Britain and so Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany pre-empted any action by them and declared war on 
France. Shortly afterwards he invaded Belgium, which was until then a neutral country.  Britain declared war on 4th August 
1914 and 130,000 soldiers crossed the channel to confront the German enemy.  For Britain the initial objective was to 
prevent a commercial blockade with the prospect of the German navy controlling the North Sea and channel ports, blocking 
Britain’s import and export trade.   
 
From 1914 to 1918 more than 15 million people lost their lives as a result of the conflict.   
Men and women from towns and villages found themselves in strange places far from home 
and their loved ones.  People from East Chinnock went to war and some never returned.   
 
In 1919 voluntary subscriptions from this parish provided a war memorial tablet in the 
church and a clock on the church tower.  The memorial tablet lists 12 names of people from 
the village who died in the conflict, which may not seem a lot until you consider that the 
village population was much smaller than it is today.  There are several familiar local 
surnames on the plaque. 

The clock is powered by two 125kg weights that 
have to be wound each week by hand from ground 
level to 37 feet high.  The current clock-winder is Allan Bailey, who provided the 
pictures.  There is an ongoing action to secure a grant from the War Memorial Trust 
and the Heritage Lottery Fund to service the clock and install and auto-wind facility. 
 
 

In 2013 West Coker Scouts and Guides joined the British Legion and 
parishioners from the Combined Benefice at St Martin's West Coker for the 
Service of Remembrance.  The congregation received the broadcast from 
the Cenotaph at Whitehall and was silent with the nation on the eleventh 
hour.   The service developed a local theme with the reading of the names 
of those who had fallen. After the service, flag bearers and leaders went on 
to the Act of Remembrance ceremony at 
West Coker Commemoration Hall with 
presentations of wreathes from local 
organizations. 

 

  

 

 

 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 

Written by John McCrae (May 1915) 

 

 

Support for our Soldiers Today 
The military personnel posted in Afghanistan over the past 4 years have been very appreciative and grateful 
for the parcels East Chinnock has sent there.  Now the time has come to close this venture.  The parcels have 
been great morale boosters to our servicemen as well as supplying surprise treats.  Many thanks for your 
generous support.  

Marianne Merchant 



A Rambling Rector...   
In a book I was reading at the end of last year the phrase ‘worldview’ took my attention. By that was meant something like a 
pair of glasses – it’s the way that you look at the things of life and the way that you interpret them and try to make sense of it 
all. 
I was particularly challenged in that by the film ‘Of Gods and Men’ that I watched just before Christmas. It’s based on the t rue 
story of a group of French monks in Algeria during a time of terrorism in the 90’s and how they came to terms with the fact 
that if they stayed they were likely to be murdered. A key part of the film is the portrayal of how they all, eventually, made 
the decision to stay.   “Should it ever befall me, and it could happen today, to be a victim of the terrorism swallowing up all 
foreigners here, I would like my community, my church, my family, to remember that my life was given to God and to this 
country” is part of the concluding epitaph and sums up their ‘worldview’. 
As the New Year gets underway, rather than just thinking about things we ought to do in the New Year, perhaps we might 
also reflect on our basic motivation in life - what underlies our own thinking and the way we live – our own ‘worldview’? 

I pray each a truly happy and blessed New Year 

David Wilson 
The Rectory, 7 Cedar Fields, West Coker. Tel. 862328 E-mail: thevicar@fastmail.co.uk 
www.CokerRidge.org.uk  

More Material for Weekly kerbside Collections: You can now recycle aerosols, textiles and 
kitchen towels. For aerosols please use them up, remove tops, and do not pierce them. As well as clothing, towels, sheets 
and blankets are now acceptable, placed in plastic bags (not black sacks please). Stuffed items such as pillows and quilts 
cannot be taken.  Paper kitchen towels can be placed in the brown food recycling bins. 

 

Village Web Mistress 
Julie Jewell: 862600 

Entertainment Committee 
Chair: Marianne Merchant 862390 

Village Hall Booking & Keys 
Ros White: 863796 

Playgroup 
Kay Strode 872126 

Pre-School (toddlers) 
Jane Lefeuvre  862774 

Guides, Brownies, Rainbows 
Jane Lefeuvre 862774 

Scouts Active Support (adults) 
Pete Divall 422328 

Explorers (14 – 18 yrs.) 
Mike Beckerleg  862719 

Scouts (10½ - 14 yrs.),  
James Divall 863105 

Cubs (8 – 10½ yrs.) 
James Divall  863105 

Beavers (6-8 yrs.) 
Heather Pitts  433840 

Somerset CC 
0845 3459166 

South Somerset DC 
01935 462462 

Tree Warden 
Pamela Lewis 864408 

Yeovil Hospital 
01935 475122 

Crewkerne Hospital 
01460 72491 

Parish Council 
Chair: Michael Slater 

01935 862072 

Parish Council 
Clerk:  Chris Langford 862837(Mon-Fri 

9am-6pm) 

District Councillor 
Ric Pallister 863897 

County Councillor 
Marcus Fysh 07585902888 
mfysh@somerset.gov.uk 

Westlake Surgery: 862212 
Dispensary: 865104 

Crewkerne health Centre 
Appointments 01460 74797 

Wessex Water Enq. 
0845 600 4600 

Post Office 
Mon 1 – 3 pm 

Tues 9am – 12noon 

 

 

Tractor Trailer Weight and Speed Consultation 
The Department for Transport is consulting on increasing the weight and speed limits for agricultural vehicles which 
will enable farmers to transport produce more efficiently.  Views are sought on whether to increase the speed limit to 
25mph (currently it is 20mph), and also whether the weight limit for tractors and trailers should be increased to 
31tonnes, 33tonnes or 37tonnes (for a tri-axle trailer with road friendly suspension). In order to qualify for the 
increased weights a voluntary industry- led test is proposed.  
The move could improve agricultural efficiency but some people are concerned about the impact upon rural roads. The 
NFU says, “While other farm equipment has got larger over time the restrictions on 21st century tractors and trailers 
has prevented the efficient transport of crops from the field. This inefficiency not only leaves us at a competitive 
disadvantage compared to other Member States with higher limits, but also, we believe has a corresponding negative 
impact on the environment and road safety.” 
For more information on this matter please look at the web site listed below: 
www.gov.uk/government/consultations/agricultural-weight-limits-for-trailers-and-combinations 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Handyman (Fix ‘n Finish)  
   Based in East Chinnock 
Any jobs around the house and garden 
   Including decorating and repairs. 
   Call Phil for advice or estimate: - 
      07768 106 403 or 863094 
 

 

 

Wicks Tree & Chipper Hire Services 
457 Weston Street, East Chinnock 

Tel: 01935 864327 
· Chipper hire and waste  

removal 
· Tree Pruning and safe  

removal of any size tree 
· Hedge reduction and  
· removal 

 
 

Classified Advertisements 
There is a charge for classified adverts which contributes to the cost 
of printing as shown below.   

Size               1 Issue    Per Year (6 issues) 
1/16 page     £2       £10 
1/8 page         £4      £20 
 
The money is payable to the Parish Council, either as cash or cheque 
made out to East Chinnock Parish Council. It may be given to me, 
Alix Janes, at 3 Weston Close, and I will deliver it to the PC or it may 
be given direct to the Clerk to the Parish Council, Christine Langford.  
There is no charge for adverts for charitable events. 

 

Deadline for the next issue 
is 

Friday 7th March 
 

The Chinnock Chimes is 
edited by Alix Janes 

3 Weston Close   
 Tel:  

01935 863474 
Email: 

Chinnockchimes@btinternet
.com 

 

Red Kites over East Chinnock 
On 2nd January 2 Red Kites were spotted by 
Elizabeth Templeman as they flew eastward over 
her home, The Barton.  
 

 



Saturday 26th April 2014 

Annual Book Sale 
In the Village Hall 10am – 2pm 

Soup & Sandwich lunch available 
With donations for the lunch to Somerset Flood Relief. 

Books to Pamela & Keith Lewis (864408) but can be 
collected. 

Annual Village Quiz 
In the Village Hall from 7pm 

£4 a head, tables of four. Bring your own drink 
‘Heads & Tails’.   Proceeds to St Mary’s Church funds 

Tickets from Ian & Jacqui Stephen (863858) 
or email id.stephen@sky.com 
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The Portman Arms Pub up for Sale 
The news at the start of the year was that the Portman Arms was about to 
change hands.  The rumours ranged from it becoming a Tesco mini mart to 
a petrol station; however the fact of the matter is that it is currently up for 
sale as a going-concern pub through agents Jones Lang LaSalle for 
£425,000.  Details from the agent’s web site describe the property thus:  

The Portman Arms is situated on the main road through the village of East 
Chinnock. 
The ground floor provides for public bar and dining areas in addition to 
games area. There is also an additional café/ former dining room with 
space for a further 20 covers. On the ground floor there is also a commercial 
kitchen, wash room and beer cellar. On the first floor there are 5 letting 
bedrooms, with 2 en suite and the other 3 sharing a shower room and WC in addition to a manager’s flat. 

The site extends to 0.95 acres with the main car park providing spaces for up to 35 vehicles and leading to a grassed overspill 
car park or paddock to the rear of the site. There is a lawned beer garden with children’s play equipment fronting onto the 
main road. To the rear of the pub is a service yard and detached single storey skittle alley (17.8m x 3.8m) with adjoining 
smoking shelter. 

Until a buyer is found customers will be welcomed by manager Stacey James who will be offering a Sunday Carvery once the 
kitchen refurbishment is complete as well as the usual style of pub food and cheaper drinks.   

Former Landlady takes over the Mandeville Arms 
 

Shirley Northover, former Landlady of the Portman Arms took over the 
Mandeville Arms at Hardington Mandeville at the beginning of February.  
This lovely old rural pub is a free house selling several real ales at very 
reasonable prices.  Also they have a new chef, Chris, and will be offering 
great food including local steaks and fish dishes. Customers old and new 
can expect a warm welcome.  
 

Shirley told the Chinnock Chimes that they will be 
continuing with the events which were a success at the 
Portman, such as the Open Mic night.  So far the signs are 
good that this new venture will be a success, and the 
Chinnock Chimes wishes Shirley and her family all the 
best in this new venture.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for the next issue is 
Friday 16th May 

The Chinnock Chimes is edited by Alix Janes 
3 Weston Close   

 Tel: 01935 863474 
Email chinnockchimes@btinternet.com 
Email: Chinnockchimes@btinternet.com 



 

Just a Thought…….Circles by Gillian Tettmar 
The river surface reflects the willows 

Shifting gently in the breeze; 
Pond skaters skitter over the water, 

Miracles of surface tension. 
Circles ripple in the water as they move, 

Circles which spread and interlock, 
One circle changing another, 

A kaleidoscope of changing patterns, 
Like the ripples of our lives. 

Let the circles of our lives, Lord, 
Touch others with your love. 

 

Easter Service times at St Mary’s 

Sunday 13th April PALM SUNDAY  
6:30pm Evensong 

Wednesday 16th April 
10am Holy Communion at 6 Weston Close 

Friday 18th April GOOD FRIDAY  
10am Procession of Witness  

Saturday 19th April Easter Eve:  
8pm Compline  

Sunday 20th April EASTER DAY  
10am  Family Communion 

 

From The Bookworm: 
The last book read was "The Mistletoe Bride" 
by Kate Mosse. This was considered a good 
read for a quiet time but was nothing 
spectacular. The short stories of a ghostly 
kind were followed by a note from the author 
telling the origins of the tale or dates when 
written. This was appreciated by the readers.  

"The English Patient" follows next. 
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A Rambling Rector...   
Most people, in and out of church settings, have their own view of what Christianity is – whether it is 
something they believe in  or whether it’s something they think is irrelevant or, indeed, just plain wrong. 
But what is that view based on?  
As we approach one of the key events in Christianity in Easter can I make the suggestion that you hold 
your understanding of Christianity up to the fact that Jesus was put to death? In other words, what was it 
about what Jesus said and did that angered so many people that a crowd was happy to shout ‘crucify him’?  If our personal 
understanding doesn’t give an inkling as to how that might have happened then perhaps it needs reconsidering – it certainly 
has helped me to focus on what it is really all about – and I hope it might you too. 

With my very best wishes    David Wilson  

The Rectory, 7 Cedar Fields, West Coker. Tel. 862328 E-mail: thevicar@fastmail.co.uk  www.CokerRidge.org.uk  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local Man in Yeovil Amateur Pantomime Society Production 
If you found the first month of the year more than usually depressing after the jollity of the festive season, then you would 
have been well advised to purchase tickets to the YAPS production of Dick Whittington at the Octagon Theatre. It is fair to say 
it lifted the spirits. 
As a member of the audience, the whole cast impressed me with their enthusiasm; down to 
the smallest role they all seemed to be enjoying themselves.  It was particularly delightful to 
be able to follow the dialogue, as all the players spoke distinctly and at a reasonable speed.  
The costumes and scenery were beyond what is often expected of local amateur 
productions, and the provision of ‘live’ music was appreciated.  This was very much a team 
effort and the actors playing the main characters were very well cast and kept the tempo 
upbeat throughout.  One does not like to single out particular members for praise, however 
young Paris May Grassi as Tom the Cat showed a maturity on stage beyond her years,  
A special mention too for local man Roy Hollis of Weston Street who played Alderman 
Fitzwarren.  This is Roy’s third appearance at the Octagon, but his first in a principal role. Previous appearances were in 
Cinderella and in the chorus of Yeovil Amateur Operatic Society’s musical Me and my Girl.  After the performance Roy was 
awarded the The Mayors Trophy for Endeavour.                 
Joyce Lewens 

Senior Siren Magazine: This is an on-line bi-monthly magazine 
from the Senior Citizen Liaison Team (SCLT).  It can be found from the link 
http://sclt.us and is full of useful information from a variety of sources, 
and not just for senior citizens.  Well worth a look. 

Safe Places Scheme: This is a scheme to support vulnerable 
adults with learning disabilities if they find themselves feeling scared, 
vulnerable or at risk in any way while out and about in the community. 
Those who have joined carry ‘I need Help’ cards and locations that have 
signed up (shops, cafes and public spaces) will have a ‘Safe Place’ sticker 
in the window. Staff inside will be trained to help. For more information 
contact Beth Poole, Crime Reduction Officer, South Somerset PCSO 9593 
at email beth.poole@avonandsomerset.police.uk 
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What’s on in April and May? See also http://eastchinnock.com/ and notices around the village 

The Gardening and Countryside Club 
The subject of the February Speakers Meeting was ‘How 
We Used to Live’. It was a fascinating talk and made the 
past seem very attractive! It brought back many happy 
memories to many members. 
The next Speakers Meeting is entitled ‘The Original Flying 
Gardener’ and takes place in the Village Hall on Monday 
17th March at 7:30pm.  It should be noted that the April 
Speakers Meeting is on Monday 28th April since the 3rd 
Monday in April is Easter Monday.  The subject of this 
meeting is ‘Growing for Food’. 
On the subject of outings; our current thinking is as 
follows: We are considering and evening visit to the Twine 
Works in West Coker, which could also be followed by a 
meal at the Royal George Inn.   
Wednesday 18th June is considered a suitable date for a 
visit to Bennetts Water Gardens near Weymouth.  For our 
second main visit, it is considered that Tuesday 15th July is 
a suitable date for an outing to Lady Farm at Chelwood 
near Chew Magna. This visit would probably involve coach 
travel. 
We have renewed out membership of the GOLD CLUB 
which entitles us to one free talk per year and significant 
reductions in the price of a variety of items at the 3 garden 
centres forming the Gold Club.    
The schedules for the Village Show, which takes place on 
Saturday 26th July, will be distributed in May. 

 David Balmford 863286 

Advance  Notice – Friends of St  Mary’s:   
A Fun Family Concert on Saturday 21st June at 6pm. 
First it was Cambridge Voices now it is 
the internationally acclaimed CLASSIC 
BUSKERS coming to St. Mary's East 
Chinnock, (prior to their Tour in 
China). See them online on 
classicbuskers.com and YouTube.  To 
secure tickets please contact: Alison 
on 863810 or Pamela on 864408 
or  Liz: on 863209. Adults - £8.  Family 
ticket - £16. 

Mobile Library Dates for 2014 
The mobile library service will visit the village on the dates 
shown below.  There will be a review of the service in 
September, which could go if it is not supported.  For more 
information: call Libraries Direct 0845 3459177  
 
Tues at the Playground  Wed at Orchardleigh 
10:40am to 10:55am  9:50am to 10:05am 
18th March  26th March 
15th April  23rd April 
13th May   21st May 
10th June  18th June 
8th July   16th July 
5th August  13th August 
2nd September  10th September 
 

East Chinnock WI 
I am writing to you from New Zealand where we are 
spending some precious time with our grandchildren.  
At our January meeting we enjoyed going to Strictly Come 
Dancing! Well that is what is was like watching Alistair 
Dewfall and his partner Chloe who came along and 
demonstrated several ballroom dances for us.  It was like a 
breath of fresh air watching these two seventeen year olds 
who seem to be already at the top of their game. 
Several of our members enjoyed an afternoon Ten Pin 
Bowling in at Yeovil’s Hollywood Bowl. Unfortunately our 
belated Christmas party which was to be at The Portman 
Arms had to be cancelled due to a change of tenancy. 
Our February meeting was a hilarious talk given by 
Margaret Adams who related stories about her life as a 
farmer’s wife. All these stories were told in verse similar to 
Pam Ayres and with no notes, Very impressive! Also, this 
month included a competition which was a single Spring 
flower and Helen Baker was a worthy winner. 
Our March meeting will be 'The Life and Works of Joyce 
Grenfell given by Jean Knowlman. The competition is a five 
line verse as comical as you would like to make it!! April’s 
meeting will be a pottery demonstration. 
We are always happy to welcome new members, come 
along and join in the fun!              Caroline Hockey 881713 

Coffee mornings:  Our increasingly popular (over 50 
at one of the February events) Tuesday coffee mornings in 
the village hall continue through April and May. In April 
they are on 1 & 15 and in May on 6 & 20, opening at 10.30 
and finishing about noon. 

Village walks: Hopefully spring will bring better 
walking weather. If you are interested in Health Walks 
(April 1 & 15, May 6 & 20) leaving the village hall at 
9:45am, lasting about 1 hour, contact Mary Slater 
(862072)or Daphne Gillard (863665) for more info. 
Afternoon walks of about 2 hours leave the village hall at 
2pm on April 8 and 22 and May 13 and 27. For these 
contact Bruce Murdoch (863209).  As there is a fifth 
Tuesday in April there will be an all-day walk on the 29th 
leaving the village hall at 10am, stopping for a pub lunch 
and returning to the village about 4pm. Bruce is also the 
contact for this longer walk. 
 

Advance Notice – The Entertainment Committee are 

organising a FAMILY FUN DAY for the village instead of 
the Barn Dance. This will take place on 12th July; further 
details later in the year. If you have any ideas that will 
contribute to the day’s enjoyment and success or could 
lend a hand please get in touch with one of the committee.  

Marianne Merchant 862390 
Village Hall Management Committee AGM 
This meeting is open to all villagers and includes an 
opportunity to ask questions about the running of the hall.  
It will be held on Thursday 12 June at 7.30 in the hall.
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Focus on Local Business 
Cott Farm  
This is a family-run furniture and farm shop based on the western 
outskirts of East Chinnock.  Specialising in oak and pine furniture in a 
range of finishes (from waxed to painted), they offer a made-to-
measure service on much of their furniture, as well as bespoke 
furniture design and build services.  

You can take home any item on the showroom floor right away. For 
bespoke and made-to-measure furniture, the turnaround time is usually between four and six weeks. They offer a local 
delivery service for larger/heavier furniture and for customers further afield, they can arrange furniture deliveries through a 
courier.  
As well as furniture they also sell gifts, home accessories and art such as lamps, vases, ornaments, tableware, kitchenware, 
mirrors, wall hangings, pictures, clocks and so much more.  If you do need a present but your recipient is more into edible 
presents, then how about a hamper filled with local produce from the farm shop? Simply choose from their range of baskets 
and fill it with cheese, cheese biscuits, cider, chutney, jam, wine and biscuits. Ideal for a special unique present.  

Have a wander around the shop and enjoy a tea or coffee and homemade cake in the cafe.  Cott Farm is a great place to 
spend a morning or afternoon browsing.  Open from 10am to 5pm Monday to Saturday.  

Visit their web site www.cottfarmfurniture.co.uk for more information, or call 01935 864211. 

Bridge Farm Cider 

Situated on the A30 leading out of the village towards Crewkerne, Bridge Farm has been making award winning Artisan Cider 
for more than twenty years using fruit harvested from their own orchards and other traditional orchards, all within a twenty 
mile radius. The apples are pressed using traditional rack and cloth methods with a hydraulic press.   

Only the best hand selected apples are used in their juice and it is these stringent standards that have kept Bridge Farm 
winning prizes year on year at county shows and festivals throughout the South West.  

All the ciders are made only as full juice ciders and fermented slowly for many months to 
give it its wonderful depth of flavour. A recent addition is their Pear Cider/Perry, a 
distinctive light and refreshing cider with honey overtones.  For the single variety ciders 
they press a selection of their favourite distinctive flavoured vintage apples like Kingston 
Black, Porters Perfection and Dabinett. 

As well as cider Bridge Farm offers a large range of apple juice and cider brandy from their 
farm shop on the premised.  

 
For more information go to their web site www.bridgefarmciderco.uk or email info@bridgefarmcider.co.uk.  
 

Village Web Mistress 
Julie Jewell: 862600 

Entertainment Committee 
Chair: Marianne Merchant 862390 

Village Hall Booking & Keys 
Ros White: 863796 

Playgroup 
Kay Strode 872126 

Pre-School (toddlers) 
Jane Lefeuvre  862774 

Guides, Brownies, Rainbows 
Jane Lefeuvre 862774 

Scouts Active Support (adults) 
Pete Divall 422328 

Explorers (14 – 18 yrs.) 
Mike Beckerleg  862719 

Scouts (10½ - 14 yrs.),  
James Divall 863105 

Cubs (8 – 10½ yrs.) 
James Divall  863105 

Beavers (6-8 yrs.) 
Heather Pitts  433840 

Somerset CC 
0845 3459166 

South Somerset DC 
01935 462462 

Tree Warden 
Pamela Lewis 864408 

Yeovil Hospital 
01935 475122 

Crewkerne Hospital 
01460 72491 

Parish Council 
Chair: Michael Slater 

01935 862072 

Parish Council 
Clerk:  Chris Langford 862837(Mon-Fri 

9am-6pm) 

District Councillor 
Ric Pallister 863897 

County Councillor 
Marcus Fysh 07585902888 
mfysh@somerset.gov.uk 

Westlake Surgery: 862212 
Dispensary: 865104 

Crewkerne health Centre 
Appointments 01460 74797 

Wessex Water Enq. 
0845 600 4600 

Post Office 
Mon 1 – 3 pm 

Tues 9am – 12noon 

 



Somerset Minerals Plan:  Somerset County Council are updating their Minerals Plan through to 2030.  This aims to 
manage the supply of minerals to meet social and economic demands whilst balancing the impact of extraction and processing 
on people and the environment.   
Somerset has a rich diversity of minerals such as Ham Stone, Blue and White Lias and aggregate (crushed rock).  There is also a 
peat extraction industry.  There is growing interest in shale gas extraction – ‘fracking’ – which is significant to Somerset as 
there are licensed areas for petroleum exploration and development within the county.   
SCC will publish a pre-submission version of the Mineral Plan and would like local people and businesses to read and comment 
on this.  They are running a series of consultations during March, including a drop in session at the Octagon Theatre in Yeovil 
from 11:30am to 6:30 pm on 27th March.   
For further information go to www.somerset.gov.uk/mineralsandwaste or email mineralsandwaste@somerset.gov.uk 

 

Sport50 
Later in the year the Village Hall Committee is hoping to arrange 
some free taster sessions for sports aimed at the over 50 age 
group. All equipment will be provided together with instruction. If 
there is sufficient interest we can also bid for equipment to 
continue selected activities once the free taster sessions have 
finished. Similar schemes are already running successfully in other 
villages in the Yeovil area.  More information and dates should be 
available in the next Chimes. 

 

Get fit in the Village Hall: 
Join in and have fun with ZUMBA / ZUMBA TONE on 

Wednesday mornings 9:15am. 
Tone up and relax with PILATES on Monday afternoons at 

4:00pm.  Charges apply. 
Call Ali on 07753533727 or 01460 74546 
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East Chinnock Parish Council 
The East Chinnock Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 7th April in the Village Hall, starting at 7.30pm. 
This meeting is for the residents of the village;  
It is an opportunity to come along and hear what the Parish Council has achieved over the year and also for you to say what 
your village group has been up to or plans for the coming year. 
Villagers are very welcome to come along to learn more about their Council and perhaps start to consider putting themselves 
forward as a candidate for the next Parish Council elections in May 2015.   It sounds a long way off but we all know how time 
flies!    
If you would like to give a few minutes presentation on your organisation at the Annual Parish Meeting then please let the 
Clerk Chris Langford know before 28th March. 
 
Parish Plan:  The Parish Council would like to thank the residents who handed in their Parish Plan questionnaires and also 
Julie & Roger Jewell for their reminders on the website and round robin emails.  As you can appreciate it was a huge exercise, 
with your Parish Councilors collecting the questionnaires and collating the results.   There will be an open meeting around the 
end of May to present results to villagers and start work on the way forward. 
 
Crime:  In late January two gas cylinders and most of a tank of oil were stolen, in the early hours, from a house at the 
Church end of the village.  We all appreciate how upsetting it is to have unfriendly strangers moving around our village 
looking for opportunities.   So, just a reminder that if you see anything untoward ring 999 (if there is a chance of someone 
being apprehended) or 101 if they have gone but you perhaps have a description or better still a vehicle number.   

Parking: We have an ongoing problem of drivers parking their vehicles on pavements along the A30, blocking the way for 
pedestrians (yes a lot of people in East Chinnock do walk around the village). The pedestrian is forced to walk around the 
vehicle and take their chances on the busy A30 - and how much worse when it is a parent coping with a push chair or 
toddler.    
Also, many of you have probably noticed the new sign on the Play Area gate asking people not to park in front of the gate as 
access required for maintenance.  Perhaps those that choose to ignore the sign would like to join the team of volunteers who 
maintain the Play Area in a tidy and safe condition so they can understand why it is there?  (names to Parish Clerk).  Thank 
you. 

Christine Langford: Clerk to the Parish Council 

Yeovil District Swimming Club runs a learn-to-swim programme for absolute beginners. Children from 4 years old can join 
sessions on Saturday mornings at Goldenstones pool.  Swimmers can progress through the ASA National standards in squad sessions where 
technique is developed and opportunities given to swim competitively both for the club in Galas and in Open Meets and Championships at 
county level and beyond.  Come and join us - the first month is free!!! 
Do you love swimming and want to participate at a higher level?  YDSC are always looking for new swimmers so please contact our Head 
Coach, Mark Rawle, to arrange an assessment.   
email: markrawle66@gmail.com or mobile: 07805609731.  
Further information also on www.ydsc.co.uk 
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  Handyman (Fix ‘n Finish)  
   Based in East Chinnock 
Any jobs around the house and garden 
   Including decorating and repairs. 
   Call Phil for advice or estimate: - 
      07768 106 403 or 863094 
 

 

Wicks Tree & Chipper Hire Services 
457 Weston Street, East Chinnock 

Tel: 01935 864327 
· Chipper hire and waste  

removal 
· Tree Pruning and safe  

removal of any size tree 
· Hedge reduction and  
· removal 

 
 

Classified Advertisements 
There is a charge for classified adverts which contributes to the cost 
of printing as shown below.   

Size               1 Issue    Per Year (6 issues) 
1/16 page     £2       £10 
1/8 page         £4      £20 
The money is payable to the Parish Council, either as cash or cheque 
made out to East Chinnock Parish Council. It may be given to me, 
Alix Janes, at 3 Weston Close, and I will deliver it to the PC or it may 
be given direct to the Clerk to the Parish Council, Christine Langford.  
There is no charge for adverts for charitable events. 

 

 

 



Arthur Harris at the Organ in St Mary’s 

 

Jim Cranton leading worship at the 
front of St Mary’s Church
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East Chinnock bids a fond farewell to Arthur and Jim 

The past month has seen the passing of two of the most loved and respected villagers, Arthur Harris and Jim Cranton.  Arthur 
passed away on 14th April and Jim just two weeks later on April 28th.   Here Beth Farrington pays tribute to them both. 

As I came to prepare this tribute I searched for a word that might describe Arthur, 
there could be so many, but I have chosen faithful for it seems to me that 
faithfulness was the melody of his life.  He was a faithful family man and there 
were many happy memories from the family to support this.   

Arthur was faithful in service to the community in which he lived. From organising 
events to raise money for village men serving in the war while he himself was in 
the Home Guard, to being a school governor, one of the feoffees, visiting the 
elderly, sitting on the millennium committee....the list could go on. In recognition 
of his community service Arthur was awarded the MBE and the Royal Maundy 
Purse. But the greater reward was surely the respect and love he received from 
those who valued his service and his love to his neighbour; it was all part of his life. 

Faithful too in the church as organist beginning as a young teenager, church warden, sidesman, winding the clock and so 
much more; Arthur was onto the job.  Arthur's life was a life lived to the full...faithful in his love for his family, faithful to the 
church he served, faithful to the community in which he lived, faithful above all to his Lord and Saviour.   
Asked by his brother Cliff if he had made any New Year resolutions one year Arthur replied....same as every year To love the 
Lord my God with all my heart, with all my soul, with all my mind and with all my strength and my neighbour as myself. This 
was such a telling response from the man whose life we pay tribute to. 
 
In the tribute I gave at Arthur's thanksgiving service I quoted from Jim Cranton who said of Arthur that he was a man of 
commitment, dependability and cheerfulness. Little did it cross my mind that 2 weeks later at the same time I would be 
listening to David Bakewell paying a tribute to Jim himself in a service that, like Arthur's, was so appropriate to the man and 
about whom similar words might have been said.  

 Jim was dependable, loyal, with a gentle humour and a lightness of touch. He was 
steadfast in service to his community through the scouts, which he was part of for 
many years, through his involvement in village life and especially in the church where 
he served as a licensed Lay Reader for many years.  Jim had a way of discerning the 
gifts of others and helping to develop them.  
Jim had a graciousness of spirit which was a special gift of God to the church and 
people of East Chinnock. If I were choosing a word for Jim it would be that he was 
steadfast; in his love for his family, in his service to his community and in his 
commitment to the Lord whose grace shone in his life. 

 Of many memories that I treasure of Jim I choose the memory of carol singing around 
the village. Jim led us with a lantern and we sang the old carols.   As Reader, Jim led 
worship and preached, and with his wife, Daphne, together they cared for the people 
of the parish in quiet and varied ways. 

Arthur and Jim, Jim and Arthur....how often their names came together in the years we were part of  the benefice of which 
East Chinnock was one of the group. It seems fitting in some way that as they had served and worshipped together for so 
long that they should be remembered in the church they loved among the people they loved within such a short time of one 
another. 

Our thoughts must be with those they have left behind and our thanks for their lives among us will be our memorial to them.  
Thank you, Arthur and thank you, Jim. You will be greatly missed. I close with words used in one of Jesus' parables that could 
have been said of both these men...”Well done, good and faithful servants. Enter into the joy of your Lord” 

Beth Farrington is the widow of the late Rev David Farrington who was the vicar in East Chinnock until he died in the early 
1980s. The full transcript of this article is on the village web site http://eastchinnock.com 
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What’s on in June and July? See also http://eastchinnock.com/ and notices around the village 

Theatre in Shops - 31st May in Crewkerne 
Many people from East Chinnock go to both Yeovil and Crewkerne regularly and will have noticed the increasing number of empty 
businesses and charity shops. Crewkerne has launched various strategies as part of a regeneration programme. One to look out for is the 
Theatre in Shops programme that will be coming soon. A series of free writing workshops was held resulting in the creation of 5 Minute 
Monologues that will be performed by professional actors actually in the shops on May31st under the direction of Sheila Hannon (Show of 
Strength). The Monologues will be performed in a rolling programme in the Crewkerne Shops and businesses, so why not drop in on one or 
two for free entertainment and in support of a local community! 

Summer Fair 14th June 1pm to 4pm 
East Chinnock Under Fives Pre-School Playgroup are holding their annual, fundraising, Summer Fair in The Church Rooms, Playing Field and 
Playground, Weston Street.  There will be a variety of Stalls, Country Dancing, Refreshments, Raffle, Face Painting, Skittles and more. 

Classic Buskers in Concert 
A Fun Family Concert on Saturday 21st June at 6pm in St Mary’s Church.  
This is a treat not to be missed!  See them online on classicbuskers.com and also on YouTube.  Tickets priced as Adults - £8 or Family ticket - 
£16.  To secure tickets please contact: Alison on 863810 or Pamela on 864408 or  Liz: on 863209.  

Family Fun Day on Saturday 12th July 
2pm - 5pm  Games & sporting activities for all the family, refreshments, static vehicle exhibitions, Village Clubs & 
Groups stalls and much more.  The Parish Council will have a display of the Parish Questionnaire results and will be on hand to talk about 

the results and the next stages to producing our very own Parish Plan.  In the evening from 7pm - 11pm there will be a BBQ and 
Live Music.  Look for the posters around the Village with more details nearer the time. 

East Chinnock Village Show – Saturday July 26th 
Schedules will be delivered during May to every house in the village.  Do look at it and see what you could enter.  We welcome entries from 
outside the village, so talk to family and friends too as every entry helps to make another great show.  Of course, do come and see the 
show in the afternoon – delicious refreshments will be available.  If you haven’t received a schedule by the end of May then contact 
Marianne Merchant on 862390 or Judy Rofe on 863966 or alternately download one online from http://eastchinnock.com/Gardening--and-
-Countryside-Club.php. 

Hardington Street Fayre Saturday 28 June 2014 12 noon to 4pm 
The Hardington Village Street Fayre takes place along the High Street featuring locally made food, drink and craft products plus street 
entertainment, stalls, dancing, children’s games, BBQ, pony rides, a classic car display and more. The church will be the setting for light 
lunches, cream teas and an art exhibition. There will be a Horsemanship Demonstration by Bob Grave over 3 sessions during the afternoon.  
More information from Stewart Ogden on 01935 863912 or go to www.hardington.net/streetfayre.   

Short walks around the Village 
The twice monthly shorter social walks, officially called Health Walks, provide good company, fresh air and an opportunity to enjoy the 
countryside.  Hopefully they will also provide some benefit to our health.  We meet at the village hall at 
09:45am on the first and third Tuesday of each month and return for coffee in the village hall.  All are very 
welcome, so do come and join us.    Mary Slater and Daphne Gillard 

Village walks 
Afternoon walks of about two hours leaving the Village Hall at 2pm on Tuesdays June 10 and 24, July 8 
and 22.  All day walk with pub lunch on Tuesday 29 July. More details from Bruce Murdoch 863209. 

Route 60 Plus in the Village Hall 
This was a very successful event, attended by more than 50 people.  
It was presented by Somerset Road Safety whose aims are "to reduce collisions and casualties on 
local roads, creating safer communities and improving the quality of life for residents and visitors to 
Somerset."  In addition to an entertaining & informative road safety talk there was also the 
opportunity to check your reaction time on a driving simulator, have your eyes tested, talk about 
health matters & get the latest information on safety in the home.To find out more for ALL ages, 
including a list of dates and venues, plus comments from those who have already attended a Route 
60+ workshop, visit their website: www.somersetroadsafety.org 

 

 



The Gardening and Countryside Club 
The last Speaker’s Meeting of the season took place on 
Monday 28th April on the subject “Growing Your Own”. 
The speaker brought many examples of plants which 
provide food, and explained the best way of growing 
them to extract the maximum results. It was a very 
interesting talk to end the 2013/14 season.  
The dates for your diaries of Speaker’s Meetings in 
2014/15 are as follows: 17th November, 19th January, 16th 
February, 16th March and 20th April.  Subjects for 
February, March and April are respectively “The story of 
English County Cheeses”, “The Story Behind Inn Signs” 
and “Roses”. The topic for either November or January is 
expected to be “Beekeeping”, which leaves the topic for 
one remaining Speaker’s Meeting to be organised.  
The first outing is to the West Coker Twine Works, taking 
place on the evening of Tuesday 13th May. Transport will 
be provided by member’s cars, and the support has been 
very good.  Many members will enjoy a meal at the Royal 
George Inn afterwards.  
The following outing is ti Bennetts Water Garden near 
Weymouth, and the chosen date is Wednesday 18th June.  
Once again transport will be member’s cars.  
It is the intention to have a stall at the village Fun Day on 
Saturday 12th July, but we will not have a stall at the pre-
School fete.   
The Village show takes place on Saturday 26th July and 
schedules will be delivered during May.  
The Club AGM will be on Monday October 20th and the 
Club Christmas dinner will be on Friday 5th December.   

David Balmford 863286 

Coffee mornings 

Tuesday coffee mornings in the village hall continue in 
June on 3rd & 17th and in July on 8th & 22nd, opening at 
10.30 and finishing about noon. 

Sport50 in the Village Hall 

On all four Friday mornings in June there will be an 
opportunity for the over-50s to try out a range of sporting 
activities. These sessions are free and there will be 
activities to suit all levels of fitness and ability. All 
equipment is provided together with guidance and  
supervision.  If there is sufficient interest in any particular 
activity there may be a grant available for the village to 
have its own equipment to continue our own sessions. 
You can come to as many sessions as you like and there is 
even some modest refreshment.  So if you would like to 
find out more about Boccia and/or Ping and/or Kurling 
come along between 10 and 12 on June 6,13,20 and 27.    

Village Hall Committee 
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East Chinnock WI 
As the president was still in New Zealand visiting family Liz 
Murdoch was Acting President for the    meetings in March 
and April.  The March meeting was a very interesting talk 
on the subject of the Life and Works of Joyce Grenfell, 
given by Jean knowlman.  Jean read many of the 
monologues for which Joyce Grenfell was so famous.  In 
the spirit of the meeting members were asked to compose 
a humorous limerick. The winning one was by Diana 
Saunders which goes as follows:   
It’s my seventh attempt at a pie, Sighed a lady from one 
WI. The bottoms are soggy; in fact almost boggy, I’d better 
have just one more try. 
The April meeting saw a pottery 
demonstration by Paul Jessop who has 
an outlet and studio at Barrington 
Court.  He demonstrated his craft and 
then offered up the chance for 
members to have a go.  Gillian Tettmar 
was brave enough to try.  
Ros White told us about an outing 
she was willing to organise in July to the Bishops 
Palace in Wells, with possibly a guided tour and a 
coach there and back.  It would be on a Wednesday 
and there is a restaurant or members could bring a 
picnic as they wished. 
In the May AGM Caroline Hockey (881713) was 
unanimously re-elected as President for another year. 

WI Open meeting “Investigating Crime” 
presented by Ted Teirney 
On June 11th at 7:30pm in the Village Hall East Chinnock 
WI is having an Open Meeting in which Ted Tierney is coming to 
talk to about "Investigating Crime".  As this could be of interest to 
men and women alike, all are welcome to come along.  There is a 
small charge of £2 per person for non-WI members and there will 
be tea, coffee and biscuits afterwards.  

East Chinnock Golf Croquet Group 
The summer season started weekly on Sundays at 2pm from 27th 
April and on Tuesdays at 5pm from 29th April.  All are welcome to 
join at the village playing field.  No need to bring equipment, so 
come and enjoy this easy, fun game. 

Marianne Merchant 862390 

Village Hall Management Committee 
AGM 
This meeting is open to all villagers and includes an opportunity 
to ask questions about the running of the hall.  It will be held on 
Thursday 12 June at 7.30 in the hall. 

 
Art Exhibition and Sale – Advanced Notice 
Calling all artists of the village:  Your bi-annual Exhibition and Sale 
will be held in the Village Hall on September 6th. 
Details and Cost for exhibiting can be obtained from Gerry 
Witcher    862602  



Village Book Sale 
St. Mary's Book Sale realised £291.10 and for the 
Somerset Flood Fund £88 from the lunches.  A splendid 
result and a big thank you to ALL who contributed, both 
generously giving and buying books. The Church fabric 
fund will benefit from this.                        
Pamela Lewis 

 

From the Bookworm… 
Last month we read 'John Saturnall's Feast' by Lawrence 
Norfolk. This was not particularly liked by everyone 
receiving an average 6 out of 10 by our scoring system. This 
is a book for someone who likes recipes from medieval 
times with a good story attached. The next book is 'The 
Valley of the Moon' by Jack London. 
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A Rambling Rector... musings on an ice cream tub! 
As we were finishing our tea recently with a dollop of ice cream on top of our rhubarb crumble I suddenly spotted that the 
tubs were now 900ml in size rather than 1000ml. 

It’s the sort of thing that we take for granted I suppose ('let the buyer beware') but it got me thinking as to what it says about 
our way of life; rather than increase the price because the cost of production has gone up, decrease the amount given for the 
same money because most of us simply won’t notice and even if we do all the other ice cream suppliers will soon follow 
suit... 

And it got me wondering just how much there is in our culture that works in the same way – yes, presumably ‘legal’ but 
basically packaged to deceive/mislead - and how we might need to be more careful when discussing things that go wrong in 
other countries, remembering the old adage that ‘when you point a finger at someone else, you should 
remember that four of your fingers are pointing at yourself’. 

With my very best wishes 

David Wilson 
The Rectory, 7 Cedar Fields, West Coker. Tel. 862328 E-mail: thevicar@fastmail.co.uk 
www.CokerRidge.org.uk  
 

Chairman Michael Slater’s Report at the Parish Meeting held on 7th April 

Members of your Council have given a great deal of time and effort over the past year on behalf of the Parish, much of it 
unrecognised because when things are correct and matters run smoothly we don’t notice.  However I know that your 
Councillors give with generosity their time both physically and administratively 

This year the Council has started the process of creating a Parish plan for the village.  They have also supported the proposed 
creation of allotments and, as we now see, the creation of traffic islands on the A30 has at last commenced. 

The Annual November fireworks and bonfire was again, as ever, a great success.  Unfortunately the Barn Dance has become 
less popular.  However I understand that the Entertainments Committee are considering an alternative function.  Thanks 
must be given to Alix Janes for the success of the Chinnock Chimes and also to Roger and Julie Jewell for their hard work and 
diligence with the village website. The new Ranger Scheme is working well to meet the needs of  our Parish. 

We benefit from a successful and well maintained Village Hall with coffee mornings, monthly lunches and twice-weekly Post 
Office.  There is also the well maintained Playing Field, Church, Feoffees,  The Portman Arms and a number of organisations 
which benefit the village.  Sadly we no longer have a shop at this time.  The twice monthly walks and Health walks continue 
to be popular and the flowers in the troughs are always a pleasure.   

This year, after a good summer, we have been deluged with rain and battered with gales during the winter although looking 
at how other areas have suffered, we have been extremely lucky.  Our thoughts must be with those on the Levels now that 
the momentous task of cleaning up is about to begin. 

My thanks go again to all the members of the Council for their support and hard work and   also to Mr Marcus Fysh our 
County Councillor, Mr Ric Pallister our District Councillor and finally but certainly not least to Chris Langford our Clerk whose 
hard work and timeless support keeps the Council operating and myself in order.  We are about to commence our final year 
of tenure and now is the time to consider the continuation of the Council in the future.  I would impress on everyone in the 
Parish the importance of maintaining a strong and active Council.  Please think carefully whether you or someone you know 
might stand at the time of the next election.  Thank you all for your support.  

 



 

 

RHS It’s Your Neighbourhood (IYN) 
This is a grassroots community gardening campaign helping people make lasting improvements to their local area. Local 
groups include Kenmore Drive and the Milford Community Garden and Allotment in Yeovil.  Joining the campaign is free and 
groups are supported in their activities with advice, guidance and tips for further improvements, and will receive annual 
feedback from IYN assessors.  For more information visit Lesley Jelleyman on 01935 462837, or visit web site rhs.org.uk  
 

Page 5

Focus on Local Business 
The Little Curtain Workshop 
The Little Curtain Workshop, an established family business, owned by Kathy Robins and assisted by husband Nigel, has 
recently expanded and re-located from Crewkerne to East Chinnock.  The company provides a bespoke curtain, blind and 
soft-furnishing making service, with 19 years’ experience. The services of upholsterers and 
loose cover makers are also available. 

Kathy, who has an HND in Interior Design, can take you through the whole process; from 
choosing colours and fabrics, to exploring how they can be used within your home/business 
environment, to fixing up the tracks and poles and hanging the finished product.  Her aim is 
to take away the stress of creating those very important finishing touches. 

The Little Curtain Workshop has an ever expanding collection of fabrics, braids, poles and tracks. We offer a free first 
consultation, in your home, with a selection of books and samples, should you wish.  Traditional methods are used in the 
make-up of any curtains; with machine stitching at a minimum and furnishings, hand finished, to create a superior product.  

With the onset of summer and the promise of some sun; now is the time to think about keeping your home cool and airy.  
Cotton voiles or translucent roller blinds help to keep your furnishings from fading.  Use crisp linen drapes or blinds, in fresh 
tones at the windows. Outside, deckchair stripes or garden inspired fabrics can be used for the bench and chair cushions. 
(See The Garden Room on the website) 
The Little Curtain Workshop has velvet, chenille, linen, silk, and cottons priced from £9 and upwards.   

Visit the website www.thelittlecurtainworkshop.co.uk to view commissions completed, and please call in or phone for 
anappointment. 

Hana and George 
Hana & George is a partnership – between Hana, and her faithful workshop companion, George the Pug. 
Hana is fully trained in both traditional & modern upholstery techniques. Whether the piece of furniture is old or new, a 
family heirloom or a vintage find, Hana will work with you to create a stunning piece of furniture, giving the piece the care 
and attention it needs and preserving its history. 

Whether your chair needs rebuilding or just recovering, at Hana and 
George you can be assured that you are offered the best possible 
service. They stock a beautiful range of fabric for you to choose from, 
or are happy to measure up your piece to allow you to source the 
correct amount of fabric to re-upholster your piece. 

When not working on a piece of furniture, Hana also curates the Hana & George blog, which is her online sketchbook. It is a 
documentation of industries that inspire her – from furniture and fashion, to fabrics and wallpapers. 
To find out more about what they get up to in the workshop, visit our website at www.hanaandgeorge.co.uk 

 

 
Senior Siren News 
The Senior Siren is the free bi-monthly magazine produced by the Senior Citizens Liaison Team.  It contains lifestyle articles, 
features on older adulthood, interviews with interesting people from all walks of life, puzzles and games.  Although this is 
aimed at older members of the community it often contains articles and information of interest and relevance to all adult age 
groups.  Go to www.sclt.us for the full edition and much more.  



 

 

Page 6 
East Chinnock and World War 1   by Jeremy Churchill 

This year sees the 100th anniversary of the start of the First World War. During the meeting of the 29th March 1915, the Parish 
Council recorded in the Minute Book the names of all the men of East Chinnock who were then serving in the Armed Forces, 
whether as soldiers or as sailors. Lorna Keilor, the daughter of the then vicar, the Rev. J.D.D. Keilor, took up the idea and 
created the painting that some of you may have seen hanging in the church. 

The resulting 1915 Roll of Honour shows the flags of all the Allies of early 1915 and 
first lists those 32 men of the village who were serving in 1915, with their unit, then 
adds lower down the names of seven more men, also with units. Across the bottom 
are 25 further names without units, presumably of those who served between 1916 
and the end of the War. A total of 65 names is recorded - an exceptional effort for a 
village of some 3-400 people (according to the 1911 Census, East Chinnock had a 
population of 381 - 172 men and 209 women, living in 91 households) and a much 
higher figure than the average for the largely agricultural South-West. 

A marble memorial tablet erected in the church on the 15th October 1919 records the 
names of 12 of those men who died during the War; one more is buried in the 
churchyard. 

Over the next four years, corresponding with each of the war years we will try to show 
how some of those 65 men played a part in the various campaigns and battles of the 
War. If anyone knows of a family member or former resident who served in the War 
(or in the Second War), we would be grateful for any information (and pictures) that 

would help fill in the considerable gaps in our knowledge.  
East Chinnock Roll of Honour 1914-1918 

East Chinnock and World War 1 – Part 1 

Although many of the history books and TV documentaries now portray the First World War as the inevitable outcome of a 
long series of diplomatic crises, minor wars, colonial clashes and rising tension, it would appear that to most people of the 
time, whether they were in a position to have some idea of what was going on or not, a major European war appeared out of 
nowhere. 

To most English people, the issues of the day were largely centred round industrial unrest. The working classes were 
effectively worse off in 1910 than they had been at the turn of the century and weren’t happy. Seamen and Dockers struck in 
1910; there was also a transport strike. Riots in the Welsh coalfields were met by armed troops; the usual Government 
response to civil unrest. Over 10 million working days were lost to strikes in 1911, 38 million days in 1913. Trades union 
membership rose to almost 4 million (of a UK population of some 46 million). Even in the sleepy hollows of rural Somerset, 
East Chinnock had experienced industrial unrest in July 1913 as farm workers threatened strike action in search of better pay. 
 (see also for more information http://eastchinnock.com/Strike-at-East-Chinnock). 

Other issues occupying most Englishmen’s minds were the continuing very public struggle by 
the Suffragettes for Votes for Women and the question of Home Rule for Ireland. Protected 
from foreign threats by the most powerful navy in the world (the Royal Navy then followed 
the "two-power standard", by which it was to be as strong as the next two navies combined, 
by maintaining a number of battleships at least equal to the combined strength of the next 
two largest navies in the world), it is perhaps only to be expected that the average 
Englishman was less than concerned by foreign affairs compared with his European 
counterpart.  

So when the heir to the throne of the Austro-Hungarian Empire and his wife were 
assassinated by terrorists in late June 1914, it seemed like just the “damned foolish thing in 
the Balkans” that Bismarck had spoken of and of no particular concern to the British Empire. 
However, no-one (apart from the few men in Austria and Germany making the decisions) 
knew that the Austrians wanted to punish those behind the assassinations with a war, or that 
the Germans were to give unqualified support for that – or that the Germans had a Plan . . . 

To be continued . . . 

 



US Rangers embarking at 
Weymouth, 5th June 1944 

 

US Army WW2 tank transporter 
carrying a Sherman tank 

 

Page 7 

East Chinnock and D-Day  by Jeremy Churchill 

 
The 6th June this year will be the 70th anniversary of the D-Day of Operation ‘Overlord’, the invasion of German-occupied 
France by the Western Allies; the long-awaited ‘Second Front’ of World War 2 on the continent of Europe, in which the US 
and British Empire forces would assist Soviet Russia in the defeat of Hitler’s Nazi Germany. 

We know of 29 people of East Chinnock who served in the Armed Forces during WW2, but we don’t yet know any further 
details of their service histories, so we don’t know if any were involved in the D-Day operations.  What is certain is that the 
people of the village would have been very well aware that something big was going on. In the build-up for the invasion the 
West Country was effectively taken over by the US military from late 1942 (except for a few RAF units, and the Royal Navy in 
Weymouth & Portland, the nearest British or Imperial troops would have been in Hampshire and Berkshire); there were US 
encampments in Crewkerne and Hinton St George, a tented camp of coloured troops of the 43rd Signal Heavy Construction 
Battalion at Haselbury Plucknett, and units at camps in Barwick Park, Lufton and 
Houndstone, and possibly at Brympton. 

All these were support troops, part of V Corps of the US First Army, on their way to France 
via the beaches codenamed “Omaha” (now better known for the opening scenes of 
“Saving Private Ryan”).  There were also the 169th General Hospital, from July, at 
Houndstone and the 121st General Hospital from September onwards at Lufton, to play 
their part in coping with the casualties expected from the fighting in France. 

The air would have been full of the sound of C-47 Dakotas from Merryfield (Ilton) carrying 
out training for parachute drops and supply runs, and of the Spitfires and Seafires being 
built and repaired at Westlands. The roads, laid out with nothing bigger than the horse and cart in mind, would have been full 
of US military vehicles of extraordinary size being piloted around narrow roads and lanes by not necessarily experienced (or 
considerate) drivers. A bungalow opposite the Village Hall had its garden wall demolished by a tank transporter; there would 
have been many other incidents of this type at that time. 

A former Council worker remembered the deep, steep-sided lanes such as Chinnock 
Hollow being full of parked US military vehicles laden with equipment and 
camouflaged against any German reconnaissance aircraft that might have made it 
across to photograph the build-up and return. On D-Day and immediately 
afterwards, these would all have made their way by carefully-planned stages to 
embark at Weymouth and Portland for the invasion fleet. A common joke at the 
time was that England was going to sink under the weight of all the troops, 
weapons, equipment and supplies that were being accumulated and stored 
wherever there was space! 

As massive as the build-up of forces in the West Country was, by October they were largely gone; the US armies in France 
were by then being supplied direct from the USA and there was little left in Somerset except the empty buildings and camp 
sites. The last few remains of the wartime camp buildings around Yeovil can still be seen in quiet corners of the Houndstone 
Business Park. 
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  Handyman (Fix ‘n Finish)      
   Based in East Chinnock 
Any jobs around the house and garden 
   Including decorating and repairs. 
   Call Phil for advice or estimate: - 
      07768 106 403 or 863094 
 

 

Wicks Tree & Chipper Hire Services 
457 Weston Street, East Chinnock 

Tel: 01935 864327 

· Chipper hire and waste removal 
· Tree Pruning and safe removal of any 

size tree 
· Hedge reduction and removal 
 

 

 

Classified Advertisements 
There is a charge for classified adverts as shown below.   
Size               1 Issue    Per Year (6 issues) 
1/16 page     £2       £10 
1/8 page         £4      £20 
The money is payable to the Parish Council, either as cash or cheque 
made out to East Chinnock Parish Council. It may be given to me, 
Alix Janes, at 3 Weston Close, and I will deliver it to the PC or it may 
be given direct to the Clerk to the Parish Council, Christine Langford.  
There is no charge for adverts for charitable events. 

 

Deadline for the next issue is 
Friday 11th July 

The Chinnock Chimes is edited by Alix Janes 
3 Weston Close  Tel: 01935 863474 

Email: Chinnockchimes@btinternet.com 
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Summer Fun at the Playgroup Fair 

Thank you to everyone who supported the playgroup annual 
Summer Fair. It was very lucky with the weather, enabling the event 
to make full use of the recreation ground. Skittles were knocked 
over, burgers and sausages consumed, a vast selection of cakes 
sold, country dancers danced and ducks were hooked. Just over 
£800 was raised for playgroup funds, which is fantastic. This will go 
towards providing new discovery and gardening equipment.   
More about the playgroup on page 4 inside. 

Sport 50 in the village Hall 
During June there were four free taster days for a number of activities in the village 
hall of which Kurling and Seated Volleyball were the most popular. Equipment and 
instruction were provided by SSDC as part of a programme to encourage more activity 
for the over 50s. Those who attended were pleasantly surprised by the range of 
games and the friendly competitiveness they generated. If there is sufficient support 
there will be equipment available for regular sessions of either or both games during 
the autumn.  

It would help if someone other than the hall committee was able to help with a small amount of administration to get it 
going.  Please contact one of the entertainments Committee if you are able to help in some way 

Village Fun Day 
 The weather held for the afternoon at least for the Village 
Fun Day on 12th July and a good time was had by all.  Many 
of the village organisations were represented, including the 
WI, the Golf Croquet club, the playgroup. Among the 
displays were the Parish Council Parish Plan, and Alpacas 
from Westways.  More pictures from the Fun Day in the 
next edition.  If you have any to contribute please email 
them to chinnockchimes@btinternet.com  
 
 
  

 

 



 

Gold Star Awards 2014 
 Do you know a young person up to the age of 18 who is doing something special in the community, or a youth group that deserves 
recognition for its achievements, or an adult who gives their time supporting young people?   You have the chance to nominate them in 
one of the categories of the Gold Star Awards 2014, shown below.  These awards are held for the second time with the awards 
ceremony to be held at the Octagon Theatre in Yeovil on 28 October. 

Against the Odds (Junior) Someone who has overcome difficulties in the past year or has made outstanding progress in their lives.  
Contribution to the Arts (Junior): A young person or group of young people who has shown real promise in the world of music, art 
(drawing/painting/sculpture), singing, dance or drama.  
Junior Club of the Year (Junior): A club (arts, sport, youth etc) that in the last y has made significant progress, achievement, 
development, or has contributed to the community local, district, county, regional or national level.  
Inspirational Young Person of the Year (Junior): A young person who has made a positive contribution to others through activities such 
as volunteering, supporting others or raising money.  
Young Achiever (Junior): Someone who has achieved high standards/qualifications in education or arts or sport.  
Sports Coach of the Year (Adult): An NGB qualified coach (paid or unpaid) who is committed to providing high quality coaching to 
enable young people to reach their full potential. (Excludes. full or part-time paid coaches).  
Young Sports Performer of the Year (Junior): A young person who has displayed an outstanding level of personal achievement over the 
last 12 months at district, county, regional and national level.  
Young Carer (Junior): A young person who has to balance school or college or a job with a carer’s role and who carries this out with 
love and no word of complaint.  
Lifetime Achievement Award (Adult): An individual who has given exceptional commitment and dedication of voluntary support to a 
young people’s club or organisation for at least five years.  

Junior categories are open to anyone under 18 on 31 December, 2014. Adult categories are open to anyone 18 and over on 31 
December 2014.  
Nominations can be via the website www.westerngazette.co.uk/goldstarawards or  write to the Western Gazette with details of who 
you think is worthy of an award at Western Gazette, Gold Star Awards, Yeovil Innovation Centre, Barracks Close, Copse Road, Yeovil 
BA22 8RN. Nominations close on 12 September 2014.   
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A Rambling Rector... hope in the horrors of the Middle East 
I guess we are all appalled at so many of the stories that come out of the region around Iraq, Syria, 
Iran, and Egypt at the moment. I want to tell you about an organisation that actually brings hope to 
individual men, women and children via the medium of satellite TV and also the internet. It is known 
as SAT7 (www.sat7uk.org) -   1 in 3 children in Iraq watch their children’s channel and 1 in 4 children 
in Saudi Arabia do likewise – a great testament to the sensitivity and quality of their  broadcasts . As 
Canon Andrew White, the so-called vicar of Bagdad, says, “With a great growth in Christian TV the 
vast majority of it is totally inappropriate and not understood in the Middle East. Then there is one 
station – SAT�;7 – that is not only appropriate but is totally understood by all our people of any faith in the region. I love all 
that SAT-7 does and support them with no hesitation. “ 

As well as being appalled by the horrors why not consider supporting SAT7 and help them to make a real difference to 
ordinary people’s lives in the midst of those horrors? 

With my very best wishes 
David Wilson 

The Rectory, 7 Cedar Fields, West Coker. Tel. 862328 E-mail: thevicar@fastmail.co.uk    www.CokerRidge.org.uk 

Citizens advice Bureau Volunteer Opportunities for All 
South Somerset CAB is looking to recruit volunteers to two different roles shown below. Free training is provided.    

Reception and Information Assistant: To welcome clients who “drop in”, manage the waiting room and assist with 
information and signposting where appropriate. A volunteer commitment of 3½hrs per week would be required for this role. 
Gateway Assessor / Adviser:  To carry out first interviews with clients when they first approach the Bureau for help, either 
face to face or on the telephone. Give support in finding the next step to move their case forwards. A volunteer commitment 
of 2 x 4 hour sessions per week is required for this role. 

After gaining experience and training in this role there are opportunities to move to Advice work which requires extended 
and more in depth interviews with clients through an appointment system.  Full role descriptions are available upon request.  
 If you are interested in volunteering for South Somerset CAB call Leonie Girling on 01935 414023 or Email: 
volunteering@ssvca.org.uk 
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The Gardening and Countryside Club 
The final Speakers Meeting in 2014 takes place on 17th November on the subject of ‘Bees in the Garden’. The first Speakers Meeting of 
2015 is scheduled for January 19th and the topic is ‘Butterflies’. 
The first outing of 2014 was to the West Coker Twine Works.  This was an evening visit on Tuesday 13th May.  It was very well supported, 
very interesting and was followed for the majority of members by a meal in the Royal George Inn.  The second outing was to Bennetts 
Water Gardens at Chickerell.  It took place on Wednesday 18th June and was very enjoyable.  Transport was by members’ cars.  The next 
planned outing is for Thursday 14th August to Avebury Manor.  Transport will be by coach, and hence adequate support is required.   
The latest newsletter from the Gold Club has been pinned to the Village Hall notice board along with the schedule for the Norton and 
Chiselborough Flower Show on Saturday 16th August. 
The club entered 2 teams, each of 2 members, in the croquet competition held on Tuesday June 24th.  There will be a club stall at the 
Village Fun Day on 12th July, with the intention of providing an Aunt Sally Game.   
The Village Show takes place on July 26th.  The AGM will be held on Monday 20th October, and the Christmas dinner is arranged for Friday 
5th December.                                                                                                                                               David Balmford 

East Chinnock WI 
Well, here I am back in the fold, having spent 10 weeks in New Zealand, helping to look after three 
grandchildren. Exhausting, but wonderful fun.  At our A.G.M. in May, I was voted in to serve another 
year as President.  We had a discussion on the National Resolution for this year which is Organ 
Donation, the outcome of which made us realize how important it is to talk over this with our 
families, put our wishes into writing and carry a donor card. Our group meeting this year was hosted 
by Crewkerne W.I. where we enjoyed a lovely supper, followed by a talk on Somerset Carnivals 
given by Mr. John Dando. 
Your W.I. has enjoyed many events recently including walking at Dunster, Misterton and our own 
A.C.W.W. walk around East Chinnock.  Golf croquet was played at West Chinnock, East Chinnock and 
Dowlish Wake - great fun. 
Our June meeting speaker was a local resident, Ted Tierney telling us all the various aspects of his job as a Crime Investigator. Fingerprints 
were taken, but no arrests made!  Our July speaker was Kathryn Chambers, talking about “The art of quilting". She brought many of her 
beautiful and innovative pieces of work to show us.  There is no meeting in August.  Please feel free to come along and join in the fun and 
friendship which is the W.I. Surprising what you can learn!  New members always welcome.                                   Caroline Hockey:  President 

Village Show on Saturday 26th July at 2:30pm.  Refreshments Available. Exhibits to be staged between 9:00 and 10:45. 

Art Exhibition and Sale on 6th September:  Don’t forget to come and see the Art Exhibition and Sale to be held in the Village 
Hall; see posters for details. Artists planning to exhibit can get details and cost for exhibiting from Gerry Witcher 862602. 

Upholstery Classes will resume on September 25th at 10:00am in the Village Hall.  Newcomers are always welcome.  For more 
information please ring Viv on 01935 863086  

Coffee mornings  for villagers and visitors:  In August on Tuesdays 5 and 19, and in September on 2 and 16,  in the village hall from 
10.30 until12.  Post Office service and computer advice also available during those mornings.  

Short walks around the Village:  The twice monthly shorter social/health walks start at the village hall at 09:45am on the first 
and third Tuesday of each month and return for coffee in the village hall.  All are very welcome, so do come and join us. 

Village walks:  Afternoon walks from 2pm until 4- ish starting at the village hall on August 12 and 26, and in September on 9 and 23. 
There will be an all-day walk on September 30 leaving village hall at 10am, stopping for a pub lunch and returning about 4pm.   

More details from Bruce Murdoch 863209. 
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East Chinnock and World War 1 – Part 2 
Although the assassination of the Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary and his wife Sophie in Sarajevo on the 28th 
June 1914 at the hands of what would now be seen as terrorists of Serbian origin provoked outrage and, in Great Britain, 
some sympathy for Austria-Hungary, it was not seen as an event likely to lead to further trouble and the attention of the 
British establishment and people soon turned back to domestic affairs. Only a very few with particular interests in the region 
would have noticed the occasional reports in the newspapers of the diplomatic consequences of the assassination and the 
escalation into world war which is usually known as the July Crisis. 

One thing that stands out is the tiny number of people involved in the outbreak of war. One of the best books on the July 
Crisis – Clive Ponting’s “Thirteen Days” – gives a list of 185 politicians, diplomats and soldiers, of which only some 30 were 
actually involved in decision-making (all men – the only two women involved – the Tsarina of Russia and the Kaiserin of 
Germany – seem to have seen it as their duty to stiffen the spines of their respective husbands when either showed signs of 
vacillating in favour of peace). Although historians have always argued about the individual motives of those concerned and 
assigned different levels of blame to different countries as a result, the essential facts are as follows: 

·  An act of terrorism sponsored by a group high up in the Serbian government resulted in the assassination of the heir to 
the throne of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 

·  The Austrians and Hungarians (the latter reluctantly) decided that their only possible response was a war to eliminate 
Serbia as “a factor of political power in the Balkans”. First, however, they asked for – and received – the support of 
Germany as insurance against any possible Russian reaction. These decisions meant that a diplomatic incident escalated 
first to a “minor” war confined to the Balkans (the third such in the last two years), then to a major European war. 

·  The situation was further complicated by Russia. The Tsarist Empire, seeing itself as the protector of Serbia against 
Austro-Hungarian aggression, threatened to respond to any danger to Serbia by mobilising its armies against the Austro-
Hungarian border. This, regarded by most historians as just a gesture to show Russia’s support for Serbia in the 
expectation of Austria-Hungary and Germany backing down, is seen by others as evidence of Tsarist Russia’s 
responsibility for the outbreak of war. 

·  However, the final nail in the coffin of peace was hammered home by the Germans, who felt themselves encircled by 
their enemies: their one and only plan in the event of war was to attack France first and to defeat her, then to transfer 
their troops across Europe to subdue Russia. The insanity of the Schlieffen Plan has led many historians to doubt its 
actual purpose, but as far as July 1914 is concerned the result was the same; the German armies invaded Luxembourg 
and Belgium – in so doing, convincing the British that the Germans were not to be trusted and ensuring the entry of the 
British Empire into the war. The German actions thus involved the French and British Empires and so escalated the 
conflict into the first World War. 

What did all this mean for the people of East Chinnock? Very little, until August 4th, when the British 
government’s ultimatum to the Germans to get out of Belgium or face the consequences expired. 

At least 17 men of the village were already serving in the Army and Navy – Talbot Axe and George Morgan in the Royal Navy; 
Frederick Axe had just been discharged unfit at the end of his enlistment in the 2nd Battalion of the Somerset Light Infantry, 
Herbert and Maurice Axe were in the Royal Field Artillery (Herbert serving in India), as was Robert Taylor (of The Rookery), 
while George and John Trask were serving the heavy guns of the Royal Garrison Artillery (John left for France with the British 
Expeditionary Force’s (BEF) advance party on the 10th August 1914). 

 Herbert Hallett and Thomas Rockett had completed peacetime enlistments in the Royal Field Artillery and would have had 
little idea that, as members of the Army Reserve, they were about to be called up again – but this time for real. Arthur Russ 
and Albert Dane were serving in the 1st Battalion of the county regiment, the Somerset Light Infantry – both would be leaving 
for France on the 21st August. Walter Russ in the 1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards, and William Taylor (Robert’s brother) – 
who, serving with the 2nd Battalion, Coldstream Guards, were due to leave with the advance party of I Corps of the BEF on 
the 12th August – Walter Pike (of 441, Weston Street) serving in the 1st Battalion, The Rifle Brigade, would be leaving on the 
22nd August, while Charles Vagg, with the 3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards, was stationed at Wellington Barracks, London (next 
to Buckingham Palace) from August 1914 to 26th July 1915.  

Finally, of all the East Chinnock men who served in World War 1, only two were cavalrymen; one of them, William Young was 
a member of D Squadron: Yeovil (Crewkerne, Chard, Ilminster, South Petherton and Martock) of the West Somerset 
Yeomanry (the county Yeomanry regiments forming the cavalry element of the Territorial Force which was supposed to 
defend the British Isles in the event of the regular Army being sent overseas) and as such would be off to Winchester after 
mobilising but by 15th August had moved on to Ardleigh (near Colchester). 

To be continued . . . 



 

Applications are invited for the role of Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 
to the Parish Council. 

  
The successful applicant will be required to provide professional support and guidance in all aspects of the Council's 
work, including Responsible Financial Officer. The post is for 20 hours per month and working from home. 

Salary Scale; NALC LC1 with Spinal Column Point dependent on experience.  The Council will provide a laptop. 
 

For further details please contact the Chairman Mr Michael Slater 
1 Barrows Court, Weston Street, East Chinnock, Yeovil BA22 9EJ 

Tel: 01935 862072      Email: m.slater11@btinternet.com 
 

Please apply by email with CV, covering letter and two referees. 
The Closing date for applications is Friday 15 August. Interviews take place on Wednesday 20 August. 
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Focus on Local Business 
East Chinnock Under 5s Playgroup 
The wealth of experience of our fully qualified staff offers quality childcare and education through play, exploring the wider 
environment and local community with project-based activities. Ofsted have consistently given the group good reports and 
commended us for the interaction and encouragements between staff and children, partnership with parents, teaching, 
management and the emphasis on fun. 
Children can join us from the age of 2 and Early Years Entitlement is available in the funding period after their third birthday.  
We are open during term time with sessions every week day morning 09.00-12.00, with lunch cover for children who like to 
bring a packed lunch from 12.00-13.00 and afternoon sessions (subject to demand) on Wednesday and Thursday from 13.00-
15.00. 
East Chinnock Under Fives pre-school also run an integrated Toddler Session on Thursday mornings from 9.30am to 11am for 
£1 per family. Come along with your babies and toddlers and join in the fun. 

For more information contact Kay Strode on 07798 812540 or visit the website EastChinnockUnder5sPreschool.co.uk 

West Country Cars 
John and Andrew both born and bred in Yeovil have been business partners for 
nearly 20 years, they have always been in the motor industry. John started 
pumping petrol at 12 then progressed to train as a mechanic until starting his 
own business at the tender age of 23. Andrew started his career selling Citroen's 
then advanced to heading the sales team at a local BMW dealership until joining 
forces with John in the early 90's.  
Andrew has the job of purchasing the cars so he is on the road most of the time 
finding a wide range of models to adorn the forecourt. John runs the site and will 
be the face you see when visiting or the very Somerset accent on the end of the 

phone. They aim to find the car that is perfect for you and to make the process as hassle free as possible. They offer excellent 
customer service with a friendly atmosphere.  
The company also employ’s an array of talented employees, that all work together as a team to make the cars the best they 
can be and to help you find the car that suits you. So when you are looking for your next car visit the website at 
www.westcountrycarsyeovil.co.uk or give them a ring on 01935 863538 and hopefully they have the perfect car for you. 

Classic busking par excellence:   An 80 strong audience were provided with a classical musical treat on 21st June at St 
Mary’s. Michael Copley (woodwind) and Ian Moore (accordion) delighted the gathering with a programme of micro-classics; 
innovative arrangements of well-known pieces, using an array of improbable instruments at amazing speeds with panache, 
technical virtuosity and humour!  Couple Michael’s dead pan delivery (of musical jokes and informative asides about the 
origins of the music and the instruments when he was catching breath between pieces), with the amusing theatre provided 
by Ian, who used many imaginative props, especially in the rousing finale of the 1812 overture, made for a memorable 
evening; may they return soon.  Thanks to the Friends of St Mary’s committee who conceived, staged and hosted the event.      

               Ian Steven  
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  Handyman (Fix ‘n Finish)      
   Based in East Chinnock 
Any jobs around the house and garden 
   Including decorating and repairs. 
   Call Phil for advice or estimate: - 
      07768 106 403 or 863094 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Classified Advertisements 
There is a charge for classified adverts as shown below.   
Size               1 Issue    Per Year (6 issues) 
1/16 page     £2       £10 
1/8 page         £4      £20 
The money is payable to the Parish Council, either as cash or cheque 
made out to East Chinnock Parish Council. It may be given to me, 
Alix Janes, at 3 Weston Close, and I will deliver it to the PC or it may 
be given direct to the Clerk to the Parish Council, Christine Langford.  
There is no charge for adverts for charitable events. 

 

Deadline for the next issue is 
Friday 5th September 

The Chinnock Chimes is edited by Alix Janes 
3 Weston Close  Tel: 01935 863474 

Email: Chinnockchimes@btinternet.com 

 



Motorbike display      The WI tent  

 

 

Tea and cakes  

 

 

Children’s  
tug of war 

On the door!  

 

Orchids on display 

A fine display of 
vegetables 

Nice Buns 
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World War 1 Vigil at St Mary’s Church 
The moving Flanders Carol ‘We will remember them’, composed by Ian de Massini, 
Classic Busker and Director of Cambridge Voices, set the tone for the WW1 Anniversary 
Vigil Service at St Mary’s at 7pm on 4 August.  

Four Royal British Legion poppy candles, representing the four corners of the earth, 
were extinguished between readings and psalms. Then, the central, fifth candle was lit 
as a symbol of the coming of Christ. Twenty-one members of the congregation and 
others from the village were grateful to have this opportunity for communal reflection 
on this anniversary.  

Our thanks go to David Wilson for devising the service and to Churchwarden David Bakewell for designing and preparing the 
table of commemorative candles.                 Alison Suter 

Village Fun Day 
 

The East Chinnock Entertainments Committee would like to thank everyone who attended and supported the Fun Day and 
Music Event on Sat 12th July.  A good time was had by all. 

The Village Show 

 

 

 

 

 

Flower arranging Pot Plants of all 
shapes 



 

Elizabeth Templeman Pays Tribute to the Late John White 
“The man of life upright, whose guiltless heart is free 

From all dishonest deeds or thought of vanity” 

These words of the opening verse of the poem ‘Integer Vitae’ by Thomas Campian aptly describe the character of John 
Christopher White, whose life we celebrated in East Chinnock Church on Friday July 25th 2014. 

John and Mary and their three children came to East Chinnock in January 1965.  Having been marooned on the Devon farm during 
the unforgettable winter of 1962/63, they decided it was time to move.  In that winter everything froze, the milk couldn’t be 
collected and had to be tipped into their bath.  In those days heavy churns were used and loaded on to a lorry, not sucked into a 
gleaming stainless steel tanker as it is today.  With three young children, Martin, Jill and Jane (not yet two), and hardly any help on 
the farm Mary says it was a relief to sell up and leave. 

John applied, and was accepted, for the management of Somerset Group Traders, a farmers’ co-operative which my late husband 
Mark was then struggling to establish.  He was more than glad to hand over the reins to John.  From that first introduction they 
became close and lifelong friends.  In the sixties life seemed slower and less fraught than it is today, they even managed to 
indulge in a few rounds of golf! 

As demonstrated by the large crowd who attended the service on Friday 25th July,  John was loved and respected andwill be 
greatly missed in the Village.  Our thoughts of sympathy and love now turn to Mary and her supportive family – the product of a 
faithful and loving marriage.  Bless you all. 

Announcements 
Maurice and Jennie Jones, longtime residents in East Chinnock, achieve a notable milestone on September 12th 2014 when they 
celebrate their Golden Wedding Anniversary. They are marking the occasion by a trip to Russia. All their friends would like to offer 
them hearty Congratulations, and good wishes for many more happy years together. (We are sure there is no truth in the rumour 
that Maurice will be returning alone from Siberia!) 
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A Rambling Rector...  
When we went away in the summer we flew out on the day that the A level results were announced and flew 
back the next week on the day of the GCSE results – it was fascinating to see young people receiving their 
results by text message! 

It got me thinking as to how much many folk seem to regard life itself as a bit like an exam – if we get high 
enough marks in the ‘exam of life’ then we will be Ok for eternity, because it’s for ‘good’ people.

The trouble with that approach is firstly, that the gospels tell us ‘no one is good except God alone’ and then 
that the Christian picture of God himself is not of an ‘examiner’ but a ‘Father’ – one who longs to have his 
children reconciled back into his  family - and that is matter of relationship and trust.  

With my very best wishes 

David Wilson  

The Rectory, 7 Cedar Fields, West Coker. Tel. 862328 E-mail: thevicar@fastmail.co.uk  www.CokerRidge.org.uk •

 

Manns Mobile Grocer is coming to East Chinnock in November.  The van will visit twice weekly 
at different times on each day and stay for about two hours each slot, though this may vary once the 
demand for the services is ascertained. There should be a poster for the notice board at least a week 
before visits and this will have the days and time slots they will be calling. 

Mr Mann says: “I will cram as many products as I can into the van and will do my best to accommodate 
your needs.  If there are any items you would like me to carry please let me know and I will do my best to 
stock them.  I will be more than happy to deliver your shopping at no extra cost. I have over 25 years’ experience in retail and I 
am her to offer a personal and friendly service.  We supply newspapers, fruit and veg, confectionary, chilled foods, frozen
foods, convenience foods, fresh bread and cakes.” 

Call 07704518837 to place an order.



Village Hall Room Hire Rates 
From 1 January 2015 there will be new room hire 
rates in the village hall.

For residents:    
£6 per hour for one room and £12 for two rooms. 

For non-residents: 
 £7 per hour for one room and £14 for two rooms. 

This is the first increase we have made since 
November 2007 and is still well below the rates 
charged by many other local halls. 

Village Hall Management Committee 
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What’s on in September, October and November 
Saturday September 13th – Walking the Benefice.  Visit the 7 churches of the Coker Ridge Benefice or 
just walk part of the way.  The total distance is 12 miles, starting at East Chinnock church at 9:00am walking via Hardington, 
Pendomer, Closworth, Sutton Binham, East Coker and West Coker by early evening.  There will be refreshments in all 
churches along the route.   
For more detailed information call 01935 891328 or visit www.pendomer.org.uk, or email info@pendomer.org.uk  

Upholstery Classes will resume on September 25th at 10:00am in the Village Hall.  Newcomers are always welcome.  For 
more information please ring Viv on 01935 863086  

Coffee Mornings for villagers and visitors, young and old. In October these will be on 7th and 21st, and in November on 4th 
and 18th.  Held in the village hall from 10.30 until 12.  Post Office service and computer advice also available.  

Village Health Walks – unfortunately due to the general lack of support it has been decided to suspend the twice 
monthly short health walks.  Daphne and Mary would like to thank those who have supported them and wish them well. 

Village walks:  Afternoon walks from 2 until 4- ish starting at the village hall on October 14 and 28, and November 11 and 
25. These walks use local footpaths and help to keep them open. There is no charge, no membership fee just the chance to 
enjoy the countryside.  More details from Bruce Murdoch 863209. 

East Chinnock Parish Plan Open Meeting 15th October 7pm in the village hall. See page 5 for more details. 

Village Bonfire Night: Wednesday 5th November. Put this in your diary and keep an eye out for posters with 
details of this event nearer the time. 

Poetry, Pints, Music and Merlot - Saturday November 22nd at 7:30pm in the Village Hall 
It’s always fun to have an event right here in the village and I hope you will come and enjoy this one.  We have a wonderful 
line-up of local musicians playing Folk, Light Classical and Recognizable Jazz, interspersed with Poetry from the Nations 
favourites and some local input!  Bring your friends, your Tipple of Choice or your dinner and have an enjoyable evening 
while supporting a very worthy cause. 
Tickets £6 in aid of St Margaret’s Hospice and Yeovil Cancer Care available from Jo Cox 863304 or Maurice Jones 862221 

Christmas Fair – Friday 28th November opening at 7pm 
This curtain-raiser for the festive season in the village is on Friday November 28 at 7pm. Space for stalls is limited so please 
book in advance with Bruce Murdoch (863209). As well as the opportunity to buy presents etc. there will be mince pies, 
mulled wine and of course a raffle for an excellent Christmas hamper. 
Probably the most well attended event in the village year so please put the date in the diary. 

 

 

  

Mobile library 
Somerset County Council has issued the new 
schedule for mobile library visits in the village.  

Visits will be every four weeks on a Tuesday 
morning. There are two stops, one outside the 
Playing Field (10.15) and the other at the bottom of 
Orchardleigh (10.20-10.35).  

For rest of 2014 visits will be on 7 October, 4 
November and 2 & 30 December. 

Services like this are under constant review so if we 
don’t use it we’ll lose it. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The Gardening and Countryside Club 
The subject of the final Speakers Meeting of 2014 is ‘Bees in the Garden’ and takes place on 17th November.  The first 
Speakers Meeting of 2015, ‘Butterflies’ takes place on 19th January.  The outing planned for 14th August to Avebury 
Manor had to be cancelled, unfortunately, due to inadequate support to justify transport by coach. As this w as the 3rd 
outing requiring coach travel to be cancelled it was decided to concentrate in the future on destinations requiring 
members car transport. 
A successful Aunt Sally activity was organised by the club at the Village Fun Day on 12th July. 
The Village Show took place on 26th July, however concern was expressed that support this year had declined compared 
to previous years.  This was part of a more general feeling that we could expect a worrying reduction in membership 
numbers and support to club activities.  Discussions are taking place as to how this trend may be halted. 
The latest newsletter from the Gold Club has been pinned up on the Village Hall notice board.  Discount vouchers for the 
purchase of spring bulbs have also been received; have been distributed to members for use in late summer/early 
autumn.  They are valid in Brimsmore, Poundbury and Castle Gardens. 

The club AGM is on Monday 20th October and the Christmas dinner is arranged for Friday 5th December.       
David Balmford 
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East Chinnock WI 
Dear Ladies of East Chinnock,  Your W.I. has been busy as usual over the last couple of months.  
Our July meeting had a display of quilting by the very talented Catherine Chambers. She must 
spend every waking hour sewing as she has created such beautiful award-winning bed spreads 
and wall hangings. 
Four members had a lovely day out at the Pairs Croquet Match held at Taunton Croquet Club. 
Marianne Merchant and her partner for the day emerged as very worthy winners of the Trophy.  
Well done to them. 
Several members attended the County Summer Fun Quiz, held at West Chinnock, and our team 
came joint second, along with Montacute. 
We had a table at the Village Fun Day, where Kathy Topple kindly brought along her spinning 
wheel and gave a demonstration, thank you Kathy. Much fun was had browsing through the 
many scrapbooks of W. I. activities over the years. 
No meeting in August, but still busy attending Flower Shows, Kurling with cakes and skittles. 
Some members joined County on a trip to Edinburgh to take in the Tattoo and Fringe. 
On 3rd. September we travelled to Mapperton Gardens, courtesy of Meg Wellard, for a very 
enjoyable lunch, followed by a leisurely amble around the stunning gardens. 

Our September meeting guest is Folk Singer Kate Locksley, daughter of Julia and Robin.  Do 
come along and join in the evening which promises to be very entertaining. 

WI Members Marianne Merchant, Ros White and Alix Janes (all pictured) won cups at this year’s village show.      

 
Village Web Mistress 
Julie Jewell: 862600 

Entertainment Committee 
Chair: Marianne Merchant 862390 

Village Hall Booking & Keys 
Ros White: 863796 

Playgroup 
Kay Strode 872126 

Pre-School (toddlers) 
Jane Lefeuvre  862774 

Guides, Brownies, Rainbows 
Jane Lefeuvre 862774 

Scouts Active Support (adults) 
Pete Divall 422328 

Explorers (14 – 18 yrs.) 
Mike Beckerleg  862719 

Scouts (10½ - 14 yrs.),  
James Divall 863105 

Cubs (8 – 10½ yrs.) 
James Divall  863105 

Beavers (6-8 yrs.) 
Heather Pitts  433840 

Somerset CC 
0845 3459166 

South Somerset DC 
01935 462462 

Tree Warden 
Pamela Lewis 864408 

Yeovil Hospital 
01935 475122 

Crewkerne Hospital 
01460 72491 

Parish Council Chairman 
Michael Slater 01935 862072 

Parish Council Clerk 
Maureen Randell 01935 507563 

ecparishcouncilclerk@yahoo.co.uk 

District Councillor 
Ric Pallister 863897 

County Councillor:  
Marcus Fysh 07585902888  
mfysh@somerset.gov.uk

Westlake Surgery: 862212 
Dispensary: 865104 

Crewkerne health Centre 
Appointments 01460 74797 

Wessex Water Enq. 
0845 600 4600 

Post Office 
Mon 1 – 3 pm. Tues 9am – 12noon 

                        



A pane in the glass – from the Village Hall Management Committee 
The metal window frames in the village hall, now about 150 years old, are corroding and showing their age. Corrosion of 
the frames causes damage to the stonework that will create bigger problems if left unchecked. There are also several 
cracked panes of glass needing repair. Following some expert advice the Feoffees and Village Hall Management 
Committee plan a major refurbishment of the windows. This will restore the windows in their original style and be in 
keeping with the age of the building. 

The total cost will be about £10000 and neither organisation currently has sufficient funds to pay for the whole job. We 
will apply for grants, and accept donations, but almost certainly the job will be done in stages to be completed once 
money is available. The hall is a central part of village life so we hope it can be kept open throughout the process and 
ask for your understanding, patience and support during the process. 

We are grateful for all the support received during changes to the hall carried out over the past ten years and hopefully 
this latest stage will continue the process of improvement. 
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Parish Council News 

New Clerk to East Chinnock Parish Council 
After 4 ½ years Christine Langford is standing down as Clerk at the end of September and handing over the reins to Maureen 
Randell.  From 1st October Maureen will be the contact on ecparishcouncilclerk@yahoo.co.uk or phone 01935 507563 from 
Mon-Friday 10am-6pm.  Grateful thanks to Christine for all her help during her tenure. 

East Chinnock Parish Plan Open Meeting 15th October 7pm 
There will be another opportunity to see the results of the Parish Plan questionnaire at an Open Meeting to be held in the 
Village Hall on Weds 15th October, from 7pm.  

The aim of this meeting will be to form a Steering Group.  This Group will continue the process of creating a collective vision 
for the village, with a wish list of facilities or services to improve or introduce.  I think parking could be on the list!    So, if you 
are interested in the future of the village and would like to get involved in creating our Parish Plan then please do come along 
on the 15th. 

East Chinnock and World War 1 – Part 3 by Jeremy Churchill 

Sadly, by early September 1914, East Chinnock had already suffered its first casualty as a result of the War. 

Albert William Dane, Lance-Corporal (Regimental No. 7983), 1st Battalion, Somerset Light 
Infantry. Entered France 21/08/1914. Died aged 29, 26/08/1914, Le Cateau 

(From “The Western Gazette” 02/10/1914) 

With thanks to Allan Collier of Yeovil for this reference - Allan's work on local WW1 servicemen is 
available during 2014 - enquiries to: allancollier17@btinternet.com 

Albert William Dane. Son of George and Elizabeth (Betsy) Dane, of 430 College, East Chinnock, 
Yeovil, Somerset, was one of the War’s earlier casualties. Great Britain declared war on Germany 
on August 4th, 1914 and the first part of the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) crossed to France 
between 9th and 17th of August. 

On the German invasion of Belgium which resulted in the British declaration of war on Germany, 
the Belgian Government appealed to France and Great Britain for assistance in defending 
themselves against the Germans. The French Fifth Army moved forwards into Belgium, with the 
BEF on its left, and met the German First, Second and Third Armies working their way south-west through Belgium; the result 
was the fighting (22nd-23rd August) along the Sambre river for the French and the BEF’s first action at Mons on the 23rd. The 
French and British forces were outnumbered by the weight of the German advance and were forced to retreat to avoid being 
cut off. 

Continue overleaf… 

 



Page 6 
Continued from page 5 
The 1st Battalion, Somerset Light Infantry was part of the 11th Brigade, and thus the 4th Division, which crossed to France on 
22nd-23rd August, in time to take part in the rear-guard action fought by II Corps at Le Cateau on the 26th, on the retreat from 
Mons. The 11th Brigade were positioned between Fontaine-au-Pire and Esnes, to the east of the village of Caudry and the 
small town of Le Cateau-Cambrésis. The oncoming Germans attacked between 2:00 and 4:00 AM, and, although British 
resistance was tough, sheer weight of numbers forced a withdrawal by mid-day to Ligny-en-Cambrésis, where they held for 
the remainder of the day, being supported by the arrival of French cavalry on the left.  

The battalion, presumably starting out at full wartime establishment of 30 officers and 977 men, suffered a total of 378 
casualties (19 known killed, 9 officers and 150 men known wounded, and 200 missing). The missing were simply those who 
were not present at roll-call, so could be dead, wounded or prisoner – or simply detached in the confusion and trying to 
make their way back to their units; an entire platoon (53 men), for example, had to be left behind as a rear-guard at one 
point to cover the movement of the rest of the Somerset men.  

Since the pressure of the German advance forced the French and British to retreat, the battlefield was abandoned to the 
Germans, with the dead and any wounded that had been left behind. Sadly for the Dane family, Albert was one of this latter 
category and, since no word of his capture was received from the Germans, it was assumed that he was dead. The Parish 
Council Minute Book entry, written on the 29th March 1915, lists Corporal Dane as “Missing”, so his family were still not 
aware, some seven months after the event, that he had been killed. The action at Le Cateau is thought to have cost the BEF 
some 7,812 casualties (5,212 killed & wounded, 2,500–2,600 captured, out of 40,000 men taking part) and 38 guns, while the 
Germans are thought to have lost some 5,000 killed and wounded, although some modern historians believe these figures to 
be excessive. Arthur Russ, also of the 1st Battalion, Somerset Light Infantry , and Walter Pike (of 441, Weston Street) serving 
in the 1st Battalion, The Rifle Brigade (also part of the 11th Brigade) would have been fighting the whole day somewhere close 
by Albert Dane, but both these managed to survive the entire War. 

Corporal Dane, whose Medal Index card records him having landed in France on the 21st (evidently part of the Division’s 
advance party) and reads “Assumed dead 26/08/14”, has no known grave and is commemorated on the La Ferté-sous-
Jouarre Memorial in the town of that name located on the main road (N3) running east from Paris, on the south bank of the 
River Marne. 

430 College – where the Danes were living in 1901 – has now disappeared, with No. 431, but was in what is now the garden 
of “Ramsdale”. Albert William’s brothers, Stanley, Gerald, and Percy, if they hadn’t already volunteered for the Army, would 
soon be doing so – all four of George and Betsy’s sons. 

According to the 1901 Census, Albert Dane was aged 11, so would have been 24 in 1914. However, the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission lists him as being 29, so he would have been 16 in 1901. I don’t have Albert Dane’s service records yet, so 
don’t know if he falsified his age on enlisting (or when he enlisted) or if it’s a simple clerical error on the part of the CWGC or 
of the Census-taker. 

Walter Russ in the 1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards, and William Taylor, serving with the 2nd Battalion, Coldstream Guards, 
were part of I Corps which was retreating to the east and took no part in the fighting on the 26th. 

During the retreat, the British cavalry did an excellent job of protecting and screening the marching troops from German 
patrols. In “Village Echoes”, pp. 100-101, Mr Reg Warr remembers his father Frederick Giles Cooper Warr enlisting in the 9th 
(Queens’ Royal) Lancers which was “the only regiment to effect a cavalry charge against the enemy in France”. Pace Mr Warr, 
this is far from being the case, but the 9th Lancers did perhaps conduct the only lance-versus-lance charge by British against 
German cavalry – this took place at Montcel à Frétoy on the 7th September, when two troops of the regiment charged and 
scattered a larger force of German Dragoons. The 9th Lancers had made a much less successful charge between Elouges and 
Audregnies on the 24th August, just after the fighting at Mons, when they suffered 88 casualties (a cavalry regiment 
consisting of 549 men, of whom 26 were officers) and lost some 300 horses in an attempt to protect the flank of the 
retreating 5th Division. 

The French armies and the BEF carried on retreating for another 10 days and some 250 miles before turning to defeat the 
Germans at the Battle of the Marne. Reports from news correspondents (the so-called “Amiens” despatch published in “The 
Times” of 30th August being the most significant) describing the apparently pitiful condition of the BEF did more to alert the 
British public to the true scale of the War and persuade men to volunteer for the Army than any official propaganda. Robert 
Tuck, Gerald Dane, Percy Dane, Charles Andrews, Cyril Andrews, Arthur Shire, of East Chinnock were amongst those who 
were spurred into volunteering for Kitchener’s New Armies. 

To be continued . . . 

 



The new season of ‘Speaker Meetings’ starts with our AGM  and Social Evening including Wine and 
Cheese and a fun quiz, on October 20 th  in the Village Hall at 7:20 for 7:30.  Annual membershi p 

costs only £5.  All 5 Speaker Meetings are then free to  members. 

Programme dates and topics include: 
November 17 th  Bees in the Garden 
December 6 th  The Christmas Meal 
January 19 th  Butterflies 
February 16 th  The Story of English Cheeses 

We have some discount arranged with garden centres, so if y ou have an interest in gardening and 
the countryside then come and join. 

For information email rick.robit@outlook.com  or call 864046 
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Focus on Local Business – Beauty Box 
Natasha is a Mobile Beauty therapist who has recently moved to the village and offers a wide 
range of on-trend and classic beauty treatments in the comfort of your own home. 
 She has many years of experience, seven of which were in a well-known salon in Yeovil. 

A variety of treatments are available including Manicures, Pedicures, Waxing, Tinting, Facials, 
Acrylic Nails, Shellac, Eyelash extensions and much, much more.  Daytime, Evening and 
Weekend appointments available.   Children’s Parties/Pamper Parties/Gift Vouchers are also 
available. 

A Pricelist is available on request, so contact Natasha on Email: beautyboxyeovil@gmail.com  Tel: 07814712121 
You can also visit her on Facebook : Beauty Box Yeovil  and Twitter @Beautybox20 
 

 
 

Attention All Dog Walkers:  
Neospora abortion is the most commonly diagnosed cause of abortion in cattle and is a serious concern for UK farmers. It 
can be caused by cattle ingesting the parasite Neospora caninum which may be carried by dogs and excreted in their faeces.  
The risk of cattle becoming infected can be significantly reduced by ensuring that all your dog’s faeces are picked up when 
walking in the countryside.  Remember to carry a litter bag with you and take it to your nearest dog litter bin for disposal. 

Please adhere to ‘The Countryside Code’ and help protect the countryside and the animals that live in it.  A leaflet entitled 
‘Enjoy the countryside responsibly with your dog’ is available to view on the NFU website.   
To view or download the leaflet visit www.nfuonline.com/back-british-farming/our-top-content/latest-you-your-dog-and-
the-countryside/ 
 
Snakes seen around Chinnock: A local resident has reported seeing snakes behind the Portman Court area, and is 
concerned that dog walkers should be aware of this and take care both for themselves and their pets. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Bookworm is away, However the Bookworm’s Friend recommends the latest John Sandford thriller ‘Field of 
Prey’.  Those familiar with John Sandford and his ‘Prey’ thriller series will know they centre on the tough but strangely 
likeable character of Lucas Davenport, a Minnesota crime fighter and his trusted team of law enforcers. The banter 
between characters is part of the charm of the series.   This one is number 24 in the series, but can be read 
independently of the rest. All are a good page-turning read for fans of the thriller genre.   



  Handyman (Fix ‘n Finish)      
   Based in East Chinnock 
Any jobs around the house and garden 
   Including decorating and repairs. 

Call Phil for advice or estimate: -
      07768 106 403 or 863094 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Classified Advertisements 
There is a charge for classified adverts as shown below.   
Size               1 Issue    Per Year (6 issues) 
1/16 page     £2       £10 
1/8 page         £4      £20 
The money is payable to the Parish Council, either as cash or cheque 
made out to East Chinnock Parish Council. It may be given to me, 
Alix Janes, at 3 Weston Close, and I will deliver it to the PC or it may 
be given direct to the Clerk to the Parish Council, Christine Langford.  
There is no charge for adverts for charitable events. 

 

Deadline for the next issue is 
Friday 7th November 

The Chinnock Chimes is edited by Alix Janes 
3 Weston Close  Tel: 01935 863474 

Email: Chinnockchimes@btinternet.com 
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